Minutes of the South Hinksey Parish Council
at South Hinksey Village Hall
Monday 6th February 2017

Present:

Michael Cochrane, Matthew Frohn, Liz LeFevre, Maggie Rawcliffe,
Cllr Bob Johnston (OxonCC), Cllr Emily Smith (VoWHDC), Geoffrey Ferres (Clerk)

Other attendees:

Janet Cochrane, Andy Gunn, PCSO Jamie Moya-Flood, PCSO Zack Earl

Time commenced: 7.30pm

1.

Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairman for 2016-17

The Council resolved to elect MC as Chairman and MF as Vice-Chairman.
MC and MF signed the Declaration of Acceptance of ffice.
MC said it was a great honour to take on the position of Chairman.

2.

Apologies

Christine Chater, Cllr Debby Hallett (VoWHDC).

3.

Declarations of interest

LLF said the Tree Preservation Order under item 12 related to the property next door to hers.

4.

Public questions, comments or representations

Andy Gunn attended the meeting in connection with item 14 and was invited to address the meeting after item 6.
The PCSOs attended the meeting in connection with item 25.

5.

Minutes of January 2017 meeting

The Council resolved to agree the minutes of the January 2017 meeting. MC signed them,

6.

Minutes of 19th January 2017 extraordinary meeting

The Council resolved to agree the minutes of the 19tn January 2017 exlraordinary meeting. MC signed them.

7.

Matters arising

-

January meeting

The Clerk informed the Council that he had only had one busier month since he began work for the Council than
January 2017 inwhich he had been required to attend no less than five meetings in the village rather than the
usual one. As a result, he had not completed all the actions agreed at the last meeting and with a week's holiday
booked for February he doubted he would have time to catch up before the next meeting. lt was agreed that
preparation for the 2017 audit should be the Clerk's priority in the month ahead.

Standing Orders. The Clerk said he had begun studying the model Standing Orders published by the National
Association of Local Councils and would bring to the next meeting revised Standing Orders, addressing
discrepancies between our current Standing Orders and the NALC model. Action: Clerk to bring revised

Standing Orders to the next meeting.

Sisned:
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Transparency code for smaller authorities. The Clerk said he had not yet applied to the Oxfordshire
Association of Local Councils for a grant for the purchase of a computer. ln view of pressure on the Clerk's time
relating to preparation for the 2017 audil, it was agreed this would not be a priority before the next meeting,

Village phone box. The Clerk had written to VoWHDC stating that the Council supports the removal of the
phone box.

Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks. The Clerk had received copies of the Scottish and Southern
Electricity Services leaflet and made them availabb to councillors at the extraordinary meeting.
Community Resilience Presentations. MC had attended a Community Resilience Presentation on Monday

23ro

January 2017 organised by South Oxfordshire District Council and VoWHDC, He reported that the maln message
was you needed to know your risks and know your people. Action: Clerk to check the Council's insurance in

respect of "Good Samaritan" activities.
Electrification of the Didcot to Oxford railway. The Clerk said he had still not written to the relevant Minister.
Action carried fonlrard: Clerk to draft a letter to Paul Maynard MB Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State
for Transport,
Asset register. The Clerk apologised that he had not yet contacted his predecessor to enquire if he could recall
investigating the unspecified number of "Street lanterns" recorded in the Asset Register as belonging to the
Council and being at various locations but as being insured by OxonCC. Action carried fonrard: Clerk to make
further enquiries regarding the Council's responsibilities for street lighting.
50mph Iimit on A34. The Clerk apologised that he had not yet taken forward this issue. Action carried forward:
Clerk to write to Nicola Blackwood MP.
Vegetation obstructing pavements. LLF had contacted Linda Slater who had circulated the request via Shinfo.
LLF said two residents in the Hinksey Hill area had contacted her. She had reported a problem on FixMyStreet
and had rung Biffa, VoWHDC's contractors.

8.

Mafters arising

- 19tt'January

extraordinary meeting

It was reported that the funeral and interment had gone well.

9.

Finance

- payments

and receipts

Payments

OALC
SLCC Enterprises Ltd
The Society of Local Council Clerks

Amount Power to act

Reason
Audit preparation training
ILCA online training
2017 subscription

L42.00 s112LGA1972
t118,80 s112LG{1972
r78,00 s173LGA1972

The Council resolved to approve the payments.

Receipts
Reason

t1,981.06

VAT refund
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10. County Councillor's report
BJ reported that OxonCC would decide its 2017-18 budget on 14tn February. His group would decide on its
proposed budget tomorrow.
BJ went on to speak about the One Oxfordshire unitary council agreement reached between OxonCC, South
Oxfordshire and VoWHDC. He anticipated Cherwellwould come on board, the Government would approve the
plan, the 2018 OxonCC elections would be replaced by elections for the Shadow Unitary Council and there would
be massive savings.
BJ and others spoke about the serious problem of refuse dumped at Redbridge Hollow,
BJ said there was now a question mark over the Lodge Hill slip-roads as it was unclear where the money could be

found to pay for them to be constructed.

11. District Councillors' report
DH and ES had kindly circulated a written report. ES introduced it,
ES began by saying that there was a Liberal Democrat paper and online petition demanding that the Abingdon
North housing development be delayed until funding had been found for the Lodge Hill slip-roads. The deadline
was l5ttFebruary which is also the date VoWHDC will set its 2017-18 budget.
LLF said she thought it would be a good idea to publicise via Shinfo the information in DH and ES's written report
regarding changes to bin lorries. Action: LLF to contact Linda Slater.

12. Planning applications
Dorking House Badger Lane: Construction of garaging for vehicles and associated workshop/store
lP17N0176lLDPl lt was agreed the Council would ask VoWHDC to impose a condition that the development
could never be sold as a separate dwelling. Action: Clerk to contact VoWHDC.
Thickets, Hinksey Hill: Tree Preservation Order [17V011 LLF said the need for the Tree Preservation Order
had become apparent when she met with CC and DH, lt was agreed the Council would express its support for the
order. Action: Clerk to contact VoWHDC.
Woodlands, Hinksey Hill: Proposed single-storey garage outbuilding to provide garage, gym, workshop
and prayer room [P17IV0149ILDPI lt was agreed the Council would take the same approach as with Dorking
House above and ask VoWHDC to impose a condition that the development could never be sold as a separate
dwelling. Action: Clerk to contact VoWHDC. ES said she would contact VoWHDC's Kerry Street

13. Correspondence
None,

14. Community Woodland
MR had invited Andy Gunn of BBOWT to the meeting. He spoke about Wib Oxford, which includes Chilswell
Valley. He described work already undertaken and work in progress. He said BBOWT would also help this
Saturday in the Community Woodland clearing brambles from 1.30pm.
The Clerk had decided the Council should engage Oxfordshears whose quotation was both the cheapest and the
one that showed greatest understanding of what the Council wanted.
The Clerk reported that he and MR had met Sam Riley from the Forestry Commission who had conducted an
inspection on 25t'January and expressed satisfaction with its progress. The Council had been urged to shoot
deer as it was advised this was the most effective way of tackling the threat they presented to the success of the
woodland.
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15. Annual Meetings
It was agreed to hold the Annual Parish Meeting on Monday 8th May, the date set for the Council's Annual

Meeting. ES mentioned the example of North Hinksey where residents are encouraged to send in questions in
advance of the meeting.

16. Heavy Goods Vehicles in South Hinksey village
It was agreed to investigate whether white gates on the verge might help HGV and coach drivers who had turned

off the A34 by mistake to realise their mistake before getting stuck in the village. lt was also agreed to try to set up
a site meeting with OxonCC's Lee Tumer. Action: MR to contact OxonCC's Lee Turner.

17. Community Governance Review
The Clerk had received a call from the Parish Clerk of Kennington who had said Sunningwell had not contacted
them about its proposal and suggested he call the Parish Clerk of Sunningwell which he did. Finally, the Clerk had
called VoWHDC's Steve Corrigan who had advised the Clerk it was essential the Council respond to the current
consultation in relation to both its own and the Sunningwell proposals.
The Clerk had made responses as advised, which he had copied to the Parish Clerks of Kennington and
Sunningwell. He had also written some text for the website, which David Rawcliffe had uploaded.

18. Finance
2017-18 budget. The Clerk had sent the precept request to VoWHDC.

Bank mandate. MF signed the mandate as chairman of the meeting that had decided on changes to the
signatories. The Clerk apologised for the fact he had not asked MF to sign it at the last meeting so had not yet
been able to deliver it to the Council's bank.

19. Housing development north of Abingdon
This had been discussed earlier in the meeting during the County and District Councillors' reports..

20. Campaigns
Footbridge over the raikay. Nothing to report.
Flood barrier. lt was understood the work had been completed and thanks were due to the EnvironmentAgency
and VoWHDC. There was a need for training and a need to conduct exercises to ensure readiness,

21. Burialground
The Clerk had contacted the owner of plot 86 who told him she is making arrangements regarding levelling of the
grave through the undertaker.
The Clerk reported he has received no response from the owner of plot 87 and the rose bush has not been
removed.

Quotations. The Council has received quotations from Oxford City Council for gravedigging, maintenance of the
burial ground and inspection of headstones. A meeting of the sub-committee had been held on Monday 30tn
January.
The Council resolved to accept Oxford City Council's quotation for inspection of headstones without seeking an
alternative quotation due to the concerns expressed by members of the public about the safety of certain of the
headstones.

The Council resolved in principle to accept Oxford City Council's quotation for gravedigging but recognised that
burial fees would need to be altered if the Council took over responsibility for arranging digging of graves from
undertakers.
Hedge. The Council's maintenance contractors have still not replanted the hedge of native species they had
completely cut down that had been planted in February 2016 with the help of a grant from the Trust for
Oxfordsh ire's Environ ment.

Austrian scythe. ln response to a question from LLF, Andy Gunn of the Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and
Oxfordshire WiHlife Trust said BBOWT would be willing to lend out an Austrian scythe when one was required for
use in the burialground.
22. Path across churchyard and burialground
It was agreed it would not be a priority for the Clerk to draft the grant application before the next meeting.

23. Maintenance contract
The two separate specifications drafted by the Clerk were agreed.

24. Preservation of the Green Belt
LLF introduced the paper which had been circulated. She thought there was another case for Tree Preservation
Orders but MC felt there were also risks around their use.
It was agreed to note the paper.

25. Traffic issues
LLF had contacted the PCSOs. They said their statistics showed no speed-related accidents in the past year. lt
was understood the Council could obtain data by paying OxonCC t100 to conduct speed monitoring. The PCSOs
said they were prepared to use a speed indicator device, which could be either covert or visible - the covert one
had not been used for some while, lt was agreed to consider this expenditure at the next meeting,
It was agreed the Council should discuss concerns about the Hinksey Hill roundabout at the next meeting.

26. Maintenance issues
Wooden bridge over Hinksey Stream on the Devil's Backbone. The Clerk apologised that he had not yet contacted action regarding the condition of the surface on the wooden bridge over Hinksey Stream on the Devil's
Backbone. Action carried fonrard: Clerk to contact OxonCC.

27. Any otherbusiness
As part of MC's induction to the Council, MC and MR walked around the parish boundary on Wednesday
January and David Rawcliffe has created a parish council email address for MC.

11tn

28. Feedback from members of the public
None.

Time concluded: 10.18pm
MINUTES SUBJECT TO APPROVAL AT NEXT COUNCIL MEETING
Date of the next Parish Council meeting: Monday 6tn March 2017 al7.30pm
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