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South Hinksey Parish Council 

 
 

Finance / precept 
The Council’s expenditure this year is higher than expected, due to the funding for the 
vehicle-activated sign on the Devil’s Backbone and maintenance projects. However, the 
Council still has very healthy reserves. The precept for 2014/15 has been set at £7250, an 
increase of 2.5% from 2013/14. This figure is still lower than the average for the past ten 
years. 
Hinksey Hill traffic 
The Council, and particularly Councillor Liz LeFevre, campaigned hard for a vehicle-activated 
sign on Hinksey Hill and we are pleased to report that it has finally been installed. It is 
partially funded by County Councillor Bob Johnston’s Big Society fund. The police continue 
to monitor speeding on Hinksey Hill. It is felt that the Vehicle Activated Sign has reduced the 
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amount of speeding. 
 
Devil’s Backbone cycling signs 
The Council has agreed with the City Council to erect two signs on the Devil’s Backbone to 
ask cyclist to give way to pedestrians. These should be installed soon. 
Flooding 
The Council, along with Adrian Porter, has been working with Kennington Parish Council, 
Oxford Flood Alliance, the District Council, and Nicola Blackwood MP to improve future 
flood planning, and to tackle the problem of flooding of the sewage system. Nicola is 
arranging a meeting between the parish councils and Thames Water. The Council is also 
investigating village-level flood prevention options. The Oxford Flood Alliance continues to 
campaign for the Western Conveyance flood relief scheme for Oxford and area. 
 
Training 
The Clerk, Sheridan Edward, has successfully completed training and gained a Certificate in 
Local Council Administration. 
 
The Council would like to thank Adrian Porter and Peter Rawcliffe for all their work on 
flooding. They would also like to thank Linda Slater for her work with ShInfo. 
 
The Parish Council meets on the first Monday of the month at 7:30pm in the Village Hall and 
all parishioners are welcome to attend and raise any issues that they would like the Council 
to consider. Minutes and agendas for all Council meetings are circulated on ShInfo and are 
also available from the website: www.southhinksey.org. For more information or to discuss 
any of the issues above, please contact the Clerk, Sheridan Edward, on 07720 052572 or 
parishcouncil@southhinksey.org. 
 

 
Village Hall  

 
Refurbishment 

 
 

The Boarded-up look is only temporary.  There have been problems with water getting in 
round the window frame.  In the course of repairs it was discovered that it would be 
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possible to cut back the false ceiling which had blocked off the top part of the window, 
angling it so as to allow the whole window to be visible.  This lets in a lot more light and 
improves the appearance of the hall enormously.  Repairs should be completed soon and 
we will see it in all its glory.  
 

Village Hall: Charitable Structure Notice of a Meeting  

We are changing the Village Hall organisational structure. Instead of being an 
Unincorporated Charity (as we are now) we are aiming to become a Charitable Incorporated 
Organisation (CIO). This will reduce the individual legal liability of committee members and 
hopefully encourage new recruits. 
  
We can choose either a Foundation or an Association constitution for the CIO. The former 
means that the committee (who are the CIO’s trustees) have the only votes. The latter 
allows for the possibility of Members other than the committee member trustees. This 
would be open to any adult in the parish, but they would need to apply for it and be 
accepted. A register would have to be kept, and kept up-to-date. There would be a legal 
requirement for an AGM at which the Members would have some voting rights. In the 
Foundation model there is no such requirement, though if that model is chosen we would 
plan to have an Annual Meeting but there would be no voting other than by committee 
members. 
  
We want to be open and ‘democratic’ but we do not want to take on extra administration 
without any real purpose. Running the Village Hall is already time-consuming and having a 
Membership if there is really no interest could be a fruitless waste of time. Attendance at 
AGMs in the past has been one or two people (apart from the committee) at best, often 
only the committee members themselves. Several people have said just go for the 
Foundation model, but we do want to give everyone the chance to have their say. 
  
So, on February 13th there will be a meeting at the Hall at 7.30 pm to discuss this. This 
meeting is your chance to have your say. If you are unable to attend and would like to speak 
to a committee member please do so before the meeting. A final decision will be taken soon 
after the meeting. 
  
Ann Allsworth, Maggie Rawcliffe, Peter Rawcliffe, Linda Slater 

 
The Proposed New Railway Bridge  

 
We are still waiting for the inspector's decision on Network Rail's appeal against the 
City's planning committee decision not to grant "prior approval". 
A (senior) Inspector made a site visit on 10th October and a decision is usually 
forthcoming 5-6 weeks after such a visit. On 26th November the decision was said to be 
coming ‘soon’. Enquiries a week or so ago produced no explanation: they are ‘looking 
into it’ and meant to be calling back when they have found out what is (or is not) going 
on. 
Could refusal to allow NR's appeal have implications for every railway footbridge in the 
country? 



4 

 

 
 
 
 
 
The Village fete in the 1950s                 Pat Hall remembers 

 
The annual village summer fete held in the field next to the church hall was always well 
supported, not only by the local community but also by North Hinksey, plus my aunt, 
uncle and cousins who lived in New Hinksey, who also came over to join in. 
 

The anticipation would build a day or so before the event when a large marquee, 
decorated with balloons and red and white bunting, was erected by the men of the 
village. This would eventually be the venue for the flower, fruit, and vegetable exhibits 
together with the home-made cake, jam and pickle entries and where the judging would 
take place. 
 

When the great day arrived we children would gather by the gate or sit on the rough 
stone wall watching with growing excitement as the preparations reached fever pitch.  
We weren't allowed into the field until the fete was officially opened, but just in case our 
enthusiasm got the better of us the village 'bobby' kept an eye on us all, which included 
his own two children.(Yes, we really did have our own village policeman. He lived in a 
cottage near us with his family. It must be hard to imagine now that the village was once 
able to sustain two pubs, a small grocery shop and also merit our own police constable!) 
 

We especially liked hearing the Tannoy system being set up because the music certainly 
added a carnival feel to the occasion, but it was usually fraught with problems at first, 
resulting in an exchange of various naughty words between the very frustrated menfolk 
which made us laugh quite a lot, much to the disapproval of the organisers!   
 

Then came what we were all waiting to see, the arrival of fun things to do with prizes to 
be won! In no time at all a myriad of stalls were set up including amongst others, hoop-
la, pin the tail on the donkey, hook-a-duck, tombola, a coconut shy, the mystery bran tub 
and the inevitable Aunt Sally. Standing out above everything else were the ever inviting 
brightly painted red and yellow swinging boats. To go higher and higher as we pulled on 
those long tasselled ropes, our feet jammed against the wooden sides as we tried 
desperately not to fall out was the ultimate thrill and I couldn't get enough of it, but all 
good things come to an end, as did my pocket money, and as evening approached I 
reluctantly walked hand in hand with my father towards the marquee.  
 

The judges had long gone and the lucky prize winners had received their rosettes, so 
now the time had come for all the fresh produce to be auctioned off and my dad had his 
eye on some luscious apples.  I found the business quite boring but sat quietly beside 
him while the bids were made watching the gavel come down time and time again and 
I began to wonder what it would be like to actually shout out and buy something.  
Before I knew it, the auctioneer was holding up a large cucumber and I LOVE cucumber.  
Someone bid sixpence for it but I wasn't to be beaten and without hesitating I stood up, 



5 

 

arm in the air and shouted 'half a crown!'  Every head turned toward me, and my father 
frantically tugged at my dress hoping I would sit down, but it was too late.  No one else 
made a further bid as my offer was far too high so down went the gavel and the deal was 
struck!  The villagers thought it a huge joke and my friends considered me some sort of 
heroine but Dad was none too pleased as he had to pay up! I don't remember if he 
bought those apples, probably not, I doubt he could afford them after my mad 
extravagance but the cucumber was lush! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Wildflowers 

 
We have strimmed and raked the burial ground meadow in the past few weeks, prior to 
sowing a lot of yellow (hay) rattle seed. Matthew Frohn helped with this, for which very 
many thanks, Matthew. We now need some cold weather to help the rattle germinate. 
Rattle reduces grass growth, helping flowers.  
The shorter grass from the strimming should give the flowers a better start in the 
spring. Cowslips are looking promising. Meadow saxifrage should follow. Many 
flowering plants have settled in and increased in size, though it’s a slow process and 
others have frustratingly disappeared. Some more small plants, and wild rose cuttings, 
will be ready to plant out in the spring. 
 
Peter & Maggie Rawcliffe 

 
 
 

Wild Oxford 
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Wild Oxford, a new two-year project on three wildlife sites in the city, will bring 
together communities and people taking action for their local nature.  
 
The Berks, Bucks & Oxon Wildlife Trust (BBOWT) is leading the Wild Oxford project in 
partnership with Oxford City Council, which owns the three very special wildlife sites: 
Lye Valley in Headington, Rivermead Nature Park in Rose Hill and Chilswell Valley in 
South Hinksey. 

The Wild Oxford project is funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) through a grant 
of £54,800, and a grant of £7,100 from TOE the Trust for Oxfordshire’s Environment 
with funds from Grundon Waste Management. 
 
Neil Clennell, head of conservation & education for Oxfordshire welcomed the new 
project: “This is a fascinating opportunity to bring the people of Oxford closer to the 
unique and historic biodiversity of our city. I am delighted that the Wildlife Trust will be 
working with Oxford City Council and other partners, such as residents’ groups and the 
Natural History Museum, to make this exciting project come alive.” 

Andy Gunn, the Wild Oxford project manager, said: “During the next two years we will 
be running events across the city to inspire people of all ages to explore and discover 
the wild green spaces in Oxford. We will be running workshops for people of all abilities 
so that people can learn traditional conservation skills including coppicing, hedgelaying 
and scything.” 

Chilswell Valley in South Hinksey has been known as ‘Happy Valley’ for at least 100 
years because of its popularity as a place for people to enjoy their natural heritage; 
Good Friday was traditionally the Happy Valley picnic day early in the 20th century.  
Many local people in Kennington and South Hinksey are still passionate about this 
hidden gem and care deeply about its wildlife. Scrub will be cleared, interpretation signs 
put up more than 20 years ago will be replaced and boardwalks renewed so that more 
people can access this fenland valley and discover the unusual wildlife that lives here. 

 
Local events to mark the centenary of the start of World 

War 1 
 

If you are interested in the Centenary, there are a considerable number of events 
already scheduled and many more being planned. Here are just a few: 
 
Christ Church College is running a series of lectures throughout the year – for further 
information – http://ww1centenary.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/first-world-war-anniversary-
lectures-at-christ-church/ 
 
The Bodleian Library is hosting a First World War exhibition – Stories from Downing 
Street to the Trenches - from 12 June until 2 November. Using letters and diaries of 
politicians, soldiers and civilians, all in some way connected with Oxford University, the 
exhibition will relate contemporary experiences of the Great War.  
 

http://ww1centenary.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/first-world-war-anniversary-lectures-at-christ-church/
http://ww1centenary.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/first-world-war-anniversary-lectures-at-christ-church/
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Blenheim Palace - 'Blenheim in the First World War' will run from 15th February to 21st 
April 2014 exploring the stories behind the family members and workers on the Blenheim 
Estate. There will be a number of original props on display, life size models, replica trench, 
costumed characters, merchandise, video and more … 
http://www.blenheimpalace.com/ 
 
Oxford University English Department - The faculty will be hosting a British Poetry of 
World War One Spring School. 3rd April 2014 – 5th April 2014. The school is aimed at 
members of the public and particularly those who have read some WWI poetry but are 
now seeking a deeper critical appreciation. http://www.english.ox.ac.uk/news-
events/upcoming-events/201404/british-world-war-one-poetry-spring-school 
 
Sam Lee - Forever England, Song and the First World War, Sunday 23 February 2014, 7pm 
at Cogges Manor Farm. Award winning folk singer Sam Lee performs live in concert. 
Unearthing the local folk songs and personal stories from wartime Witney and the local 
area, Sam will breathe fresh life into century old traditions through new arrangements and 
songs.  
 
Talk by Dr Kate Tiller, Kellogg College, Oxford - Remembrance and Community: war 
memorials and local history, organised by the Historical Association, Oxford Branch at 
the History Faculty, George Street OX1 2RL at 7pm on 29 April 2014  
 
To keep in touch with local events: http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/first-
world-war-centenary-projects 
For national events: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/first-world-war-centenary 

 
Upcoming events in South Hinksey 

 
 

 
 

Saturday 8th February – The Magic Show has been 
POSTPONED due to the risk of flooding. 
 
 

  
 

 

Other local events 
 

 
Barack’s Lane Community Garden: 
Sunday Toast with Nick Cope and Cornerstone Music, February 9th 11am – 2.00pm 
Celebrate in carnival style and look forward to Spring! Alongside the music, The Sunday 

http://www.blenheimpalace.com/
http://www.english.ox.ac.uk/news-events/upcoming-events/201404/british-world-war-one-poetry-spring-school
http://www.english.ox.ac.uk/news-events/upcoming-events/201404/british-world-war-one-poetry-spring-school
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Toast Cafe will be serving savoury and sweet pancakes as well as delicious homemade soup 
and bread from the Pizza Midwife!  

   
Fruit tree pruning workshop with Chris Lanczak, orchard manager at Waterperry gardens - 
March 8th 10.30am – 1.30pm 
Learn how to prune your fruit trees with simple guidelines from Chris.  Suitable for 
beginners and more experienced gardeners who want to refresh their skills.  We have to 
limit places on this course so if you want to come please book now.  Email 
barrackslanegarden@yahoo.co.uk to reserve your place and for more information.  The cost 
of the course is £15 / £10 concessions. 

  
Gaia House Insight Meditation – 7:15pm-9:15pm on 19th February. If you would like to join 
this session, please contact Reynold at reynold@alexox.com or 07905 420 290. 
  
Kangaroo Playgroup – Wednesdays weekly from January 29th, 10:30am–1pm: A social group 
for mums, dads, other carers and children who are interested in or practising natural 
parenting. For further information contact Nam on 01865 244293. 

  
Outdoor Stay and Play Sessions –Thursdays weekly during term time, 10:30am–1pm: Enjoy 
the outdoors with staff from East Oxford Children's Centre. No need to book, just turn up. 

Contact East Oxford Children’s Centre on: 01865 248729.   
 

South Oxford Farmers and Community Market and Café 
 

 

Kennington Health Centre 
 
Thank you all for he cards and gifts that we received at Christmas time - they are very 
much appreciated. 
 
It is with sadness that we announce the retirement of Dr. John Humphreys.  He will 
leave us at the end of March to spend more time with his family.  We are pleased to 
announce that Dr. Helen Cawthorne will be joining us from the 1st April for a six-month 
initial contract.  Kim has joined our reception team and is currently learning the ropes.  I 
hope you all welcome both Dr. Cawthorne and Kim to our team. 
 
Do you have a suggestion?  Is there a question about the practice you have always 
wanted to answer?  Dave Dixon, the practice manager has set aside time to hold 30 
minute meetings with patients who wish to discuss matters about the practice.  You can 
book an appointment with him through the reception. 
 
Our self test blood pressure machine is available to all patients to call in.  It is available 
after 4.30 pm each day and all day Friday.  Please ask at reception if you need some help 
the first time you use it. 
 

mailto:barrackslanegarden@yahoo.co.uk
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