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Flooding
This winter was
possibly the worst
ever. Rather than fill
the Echo with dreary
pictures that look
horribly familiar from
previous events I have
decided to concentrate
on the good news and it seems there is
some. Perhaps it is
just the arrival of
spring that’s making us
all feel better.
After three months of rain and rising water we were granted a temporary barrier, which was
erected with amazing speed starting on 14th February, by the Royal Logistics Corps and the
company Galliford Try, supervised by the Environment Agency. We are very grateful to all
those involved, and especially our MP Nicola Blackwood and Barry Russell of the
Environment Agency.
Removal of the barrier started on 26th April. We hope that, having seen it work, it will be
considered again in the future.
The flooding did give rise to a couple of celebrations. First, the children made a banner
saying THANK YOU and presented it to the soldiers who had helped build the barrier.
Then on 28th February Nicola Blackwood gave a tea party in the Village Hall to thank all
involved with erecting the barrier and dealing with the floods. This was attended by the
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Prime Minister, David Cameron, the Secretary of State for Defence, Philip Hammond, and by
representatives from the Vale of White Horse District Council, the emergency services, the
Red Cross, the Royal Logistics Corps and many parishioners.
A few weeks later Adrian Porter and Maggie Rawcliffe attended a reception at No.10,
Downing Street and met Nicola Blackwood and the Prime Minister. Peter Rawcliffe was
invited but unable to attend; however three others from the Oxford Flood Alliance were
able to be there.
Nicola Blackwood is very active in helping us with flooding and sewage issues. She always
visits to see for herself, and offers the practical assistance of her case workers. She arranged
a “surgery” with Thames Water to address sewage problems. Adrian Porter and Maggie
Rawcliffe attended this. We understand that monitoring will continue, and there are plans
to upgrade Littlemore pumping station. In the event of sewage overflow in South Hinksey
the provision of tankers to South Hinksey will be a priority. Communication with the village
would be improved.
Pictures courtesy of Cass Hazelwood

Other Events
The Magic Show, having been postponed once because of flooding, finally took place in the
Village Hall in February. It was well attended and thoroughly enjoyed.
South Hinksey Supper Club (“The pop-up!”) held a celebratory and very well attended meal
once the flooding was over. Pippa Hamwee seems to have an endless repertoire of slightly
“different” dishes, and it is always good to get together with the neighbours for a meal that
someone else has cooked!

Village Hall
2014 has been a busy year so far: the management committee has met 12 times since
November 2013! Finances remain sound, despite significant spending on refurbishment
Organisation
We have made good progress with the long and complicated process of changing SHVH
from an Unincorporated Charity to a Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO). A CIO
reduces the personal legal liability of committee members, which we hope will encourage
more people to join the committee.
The Building
The hall has been refurbished and had a thorough spring clean. The most noticeable change
is the large window over the main entrance which has been completely replaced, using as
much of the old glass as possible. Where not possible, specially made matching glass was
used. The opportunity was taken to make an arch to the false ceiling, leaving the window
fully visible. It looks great and lets in much more daylight. An energy audit has been carried
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out, and as a result work has taken place to change to low energy lights, and to reduce their
height so they can be changed with a ladder.
The hall has been spring-cleaned and the main hall redecorated. We are grateful to our
Property Manager, Phil Saugman and his team of builders and craftsmen for doing all this so
efficiently.
Outside, Libby Jukes has very kindly agreed to take charge of the flowers and shrubs in the
tubs by the front door.
Financial
Our Treasurer has had some anxious moments as we have been involved in a lot of expense.
We have been greatly helped by these grants, for which we are grateful:
•

Vale of White Horse District Council £4,730 towards the window repairs (total
cost £10,132).

•

Trust for Oxfordshire’s Environment £500 for an energy audit (total cost £600).

•

County Cllr Bob Johnston’s Community Fund, £1,750 towards rmaking an arch
for the main window on the false ceiling, and new lighting.

Income from lettings remains good. Our Annual Financial Return for year ending 31 March
2014 can be seen on the Charity Commission website.
Peter Rawcliffe

The Centenary Event, held on Friday June 13th, to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the
building of the Village Hall (as a Chapel) was a great success.
The Hall was crowded and it was just as well that the sun was shining so that people could
spill out in front of the building. Our guests of honour, Tony and Ann Allsworth, cut the
centenary cake, and a good time was had by all.
Thanks to: Fiona Leafe and Pippa Hamwee (refreshments); Adrian Porter (donations bar);
the Donkey House Band; Jo Slater (artwork and bottle opening); Matthew Frohn
(decorations) and Hilary Briffett (lottery).
Pictures in the next Echo!

The Proposed New Railway Bridge
We are still waiting for a final outcome. The lack of ramps has been referred to the Equality
and Human Rights Commission (EHRC) by both City Council and MP Andrew Smith. The
Commission is taking the issue up with the Planning Inspectorate and maybe also with
Network Rai.l The thesis is that the Inspectorate may not have given sufficient consideration
to the public sector equality duty in reaching its decision in this and other cases. Hinksey
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Bridge will be one of the examples used in the discussions.
Stop Press: Nicola Blackwood MP has also written to the Chair of the EHRC and to the Chief
Executive of British Rail.

South Hinksey Parish Council
The Parish Council held their annual parish meeting on 12th May. Some of the items from
the minutes of that meeting, not covered elsewhere in this Echo, are:
Traffic and road safety
The Council has installed a vehicle-activated sign on Foxcombe Road, at the top of Hinksey
Hill. It was partially funded by Cllr Bob Johnston’s Big Society Fund, and the Council would
like to thank Bob for his valuable contribution. Following reports of HGVs attempting to
drive through the village, the Council arranged for the County Council to install an
‘Unsuitable for HGVs’ sign at the entrance of the village.
Footpaths
With the help of the City Council and Nick Frearson, the Council has installed signs on the
Devil’s Backbone asking cyclists to give way to pedestrians. Mark Sumner, Footpaths Officer
for the County Council, is arranging for kissing gates to be fitted along the footpath from
Redbridge to South Hinksey.
Finance
The Council currently holds a healthy £13,200 in reserves. For 2014/15, the Council has
increased the precept slightly from £7045 to £7250, which is still lower than the average for
the past ten years.
Clerk training
The clerk, Sheridan Edward, has successfully completed the Certificate in Local Council
Administration.
Redbridge Hollow
The Council is working with Kennington Parish Council, the County, District and City Councils
to reduce fly-tipping at Redbridge Hollow. A new fence is to be erected to stop the dumping
of rubbish, CCTV will be installed to deter offenders, and the District Council is arranging for
the site to be cleared.
Parish Emergency Plan
The Council and Adrian Porter have worked to produce a parish emergency plan, which
includes action plans for flooding and heavy snow. The plan was used during the last
flooding incident and proved very helpful. It will continue to grow and evolve to help ensure
that the village is as well-prepared as possible.
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Wildlife
Burial ground meadow
Best year yet, with more cowslips and meadow saxifrage in the early spring, than ever
before. Other flowers are doing well, spreading clumps of bird’s foot trefoil - and cuckoo
flowers popped up ‘from nowhere’ right across the meadow. The yellow (hay) rattle sown in
the autumn has germinated well with hundreds of the yellow flowers.
Common vetch, an annual, is a problem (it tends to overpower other things): we are
removing flowers to reduce the numbers of new seeds forming. Its seeds persist in the soil
so it may be a long time till there are fewer new plants each year.
Wild rose cuttings will be big enough to plant out on the edge of the meadow in the
autumn.
And it’s not just flowers - slow-worms have been spotted on two occasions. Slow-worms
look like snakes, but aren’t. Nor, despite their name are they worms (nor slow). They are
actually legless lizards. Protected by law, they are harmless - unless you happen to be a
nearby slug. Ours were about 20 cm long, they can grow to 45 cm. Ours moved away before
we could get a photo but looked just like this.

Wild Oxford
Chilswell Valley in South Hinksey has been known as ‘Happy Valley’ for at least 100 years
because of its popularity as a place for people to enjoy their natural heritage; Good Friday
was traditionally the Happy Valley picnic day early in the 20th century. This year the
tradition was revived with a picnic organised by The Berks, Bucks & Oxon Wildlife Trust.
Many local people in
Kennington and South Hinksey
are still passionate about this
hidden gem and care deeply
about its wildlife. Scrub will be
cleared, interpretation signs
put up more than 20 years ago
will be replaced and
boardwalks renewed so that
more people can access this
fenland valley and discover the
unusual wildlife that lives here.
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Manor Road- Spot the difference
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Tony Allsworth’s windmill was blown down in the winter storms.

Kennington Health Centre
Summer will soon be upon us and everyone will want to take a holiday. This includes the
doctors at the practice. Please be aware that demand for specifically named doctors can get
higher at times when they are on leave. Please consider taking a telephone appointment or
seeing one of the other doctors if the doctor you would like to see is on holiday.
Telephone appointments are working! Our GPs are able to deal with quite a lot of issues
over the phone without the need to see a GP. When you are offered a telephone
appointment this is to enable you to get access to a GP quickly to discuss the issue. Please
take up this offer – what you think will need a GP to “look at” or “examine” might not be
required.
Our self-help blood pressure monitoring machine is proving popular. If you are asked to get
your BP reading taken by a GP please consider using this facility instead of booking an
appointment with Lisa. The machine is available most afternoons for you to come in and
use at your leisure without having to book an appointment.
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St Laurence Church – from Fr James Wilkinson, the Vicar

One of the War Graves in St Laurence Churchyard

Centenary of WW1
The 4th August 2014 sees the centenary of the start of the World War One for Great
Britain. This is obviously a solemn anniversary, as that war saw the loss of human life
on a hideous and frightening scale.
At St Laurence we have decided to commemorate this anniversary in the following
ways:




Firstly we have planted poppy seeds on all of the war graves in St Laurence
churchyard (including three from WW1) in the hope that they will flower at the
beginning of August. This is a national initiative encouraged by the Archbishop
of Canterbury.
Secondly we will be having a evening at St Laurence to remember the war dead
and to pray for peace on Monday 4th August 2014. This will be at 7.30pm
followed by refreshments. Please put the date in your diary!

Westminster Abbey will televise a vigil service at 10pm on Monday 4 th August 2014,
which will end at 11pm the time of the declaration of War in 1914.
We would very much like to involve people from the village in the evening on the 4th
August so if you would like to be involved please contact me on frjwilkinson@gmail.com
or 01865 245879. In particular we would like to involve the village children in a
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procession of peace to the war graves at the end of the evening including the release of
‘peace’ balloons.
A prayer to use in the run up to this commemoration,
Eternal God,
from whom all thoughts of truth and peace proceed:
kindle, we pray, in the hearts of all, the true love of peace
and guide with your pure and peaceable wisdom
those who take counsel for the nations of the earth
that in tranquillity your kingdom may go forward,
till the earth is filled with the knowledge of your love;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Service programme
You will see below the programme of services at St Laurence for the next 6 months.
Please notice that the church will be open for Sunday afternoon tea between 3 and 5pm
on a monthly basis over the summer. There will be no Evensong on those Sundays
allowing people to come and go for tea as they wish.
Sunday Services
The pattern is usually the first and third Sundays of the month at 9.15am. The summer teas
do not end with Evensong.
6 monthly Calendar
May to October 2014
Sunday 4th May
Sunday 18th May
Sunday 25th May

3rd of Easter Eucharist at 9.15am
5th of Easter Eucharist at 9.15am
6th of Easter Tea 3-5pm

Sunday 1st June
Sunday 8th June
Sunday 22nd June

Ascension
Pentecost
Trinity 1

Eucharist at 9.15am
Eucharist at 9.15am
Tea 3-5pm

Sunday 6th July
Sunday 20th July
Sunday 27th July

Trinity 3
Trinity 5
Trinity 6

Eucharist at 9.15am
Eucharist at 9.15am
Tea 3-5pm

Sunday 10th August St Laurence Eucharist at 11.00am
Sunday 24th August Trinity 10
Eucharist at 9.15am
Sunday 7th Sept
Sunday 21st Sept
Sunday 28th Sept

Trinity 12
Trinity 14
Trinity 15

Eucharist at 9.15am
BCP Eucharist at 9.15am
Tea 3-5pm

Sunday 5th October Harvest
Eucharist at 9.15am
th
Sunday 19 October St Frideswide Eucharist at 9.15am
Contact – 01865 245879 or www.acny.org.uk/468
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