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The Seventh Annual South Hinksey Fete
It really is the seventh. In the “old days” the village fete was a regular fixture but it was
discontinued a long time ago. The first of the new series was held in September 2009. It is
no accident that the event is traditional in its conception; just good old-fashioned fun, with
the usual traditional stalls. There were one or two new attractions, notably the clay pottery
stall, with its promise of firing in the new Japanese style kiln in time for Christmas.
The sun shone for the first time in weeks and the afternoon was a great success. The
Challenge Teapot Trophy for the leaky bucket race was won by the men and boys this time
round. The women and girls hope to win it back next year. Thanks are due to all the stall
holders, to the General Elliot for the generous donation of a barrel of beer and to all those
who worked so hard in the planning and on the day itself.
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The profits from the barbeque went to North Hinksey pre-school. We actually made a profit
of £304.15, which has gone into the Village Hall funds and will help finance the fete for next
year. It will be on Sunday 11th September-keep the date free. (There may even be a
reminder some time before then.)

South Hinksey Parish Council
Goodbye to Sheridan Edward, Parish Clerk
Sheridan Edward, our excellent Clerk for six and half years, left us in September. He has
been appointed as Clerk to Burnham, a very large parish in Buckinghamshire.
Sheridan took over after we had been without a clerk for some months. Individual
councillors, and parishioners, had done their best but things were not perfect. Thanks to
Sheridan's hard work and efficiency, all was soon restored to apple pie order. He has
contributed greatly to the administration of the Council and to the conduct of our meetings.
On finance matters, on legal issues and on weighty policy documents, he has a talent to
extract the key points for our discussions.
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On the day-to-day affairs of the parish - woodland management, setting the budget, keeping
records, traffic matters, verge maintenance, rubbish collections, potholes and so on Sheridan has worked with a quiet diligence and expertise that has made everything run as
smoothly as possible. And if the Council ever found itself steering through choppy waters
Sheridan provided a calm and wise voice.
We congratulate him on his new post - we have been lucky to hold onto him for as long as
we have! The Council will really miss his loyal support and sense of humour. So, both from
the Parish Council and on behalf South Hinksey, thank you Sheridan, and good luck.
We welcome Geoffrey Ferres, our new Clerk.
Maggie Rawcliffe, Chair of Parish Council

Village Hall
The saga continues. We had hoped to become a CIO (Charitable Incorporated Organisation)
at the beginning of April, and here we are nearly at the end of September. We have come
up against all sorts of hitches in the legal process but hope that it is now nearly completed.
We have a new constitution, new bank accounts and are simply waiting to be given the goahead. It’s been a lot of hard work, achieved largely through the diligence of Peter
Rawcliffe, who has a sharp eye for detail!
Meanwhile, the flowers outside the hall have bloomed spectacularly. It will soon be time to
replace them with bulbs for next spring!

Local flood issues
Temporary barrier
Plans for the groundwork to make possible a temporary village flood barrier are coming
along, though not as quickly as was predicted earlier. Most of the outline plan is now ready.
How to achieve the required space for a barrier in the area of the ditch at the end of Manor
Road is proving tricky. There are high voltage cables underground near the ditch here and a
site meeting and investigation took place today (30 Sept) to determine their exact position.
Unfortunately the findings are that the presence of both underground 11 and 33 kV cables
and overhead 11Kv cables may make moving the ditch impractical at an affordable price
(moving the cables could cost a 6-figure sum which we do not have!). Other possibilities are
under consideration.
Sewers
We are working with the Environment Agency and Thames Water to try to ensure that sewer
flooding is less of a problem.
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Adrian has fixed a chain to the non-return valve at the end of Manor Road so it can be
opened during a flood if necessary. In certain situations it may be better to have it open
rather than closed.
Following a good meeting we are hopeful that Thames Water will provide tankers to pump
out overflowing sewers sooner rather than later when the need arises.
In the longer term Thames Water are now looking into the possibility of us having our own
local sewer, feeding into the main network via a non-return valve (this would need a small
pumping station), which would mean we were not at the mercy of the main sewer. This will
need considerable planning and funding and there is no certainty that it will happen.
Peter and Adrian

Burial Ground
The burial ground meadow has been full of flowers this year. It's settling down well and
should improve as soil fertility gradually decreases. The arrangements with a contractor to
do the annual hay cut have been unsatisfactory. I'm hoping the Parish Council, who own the
burial ground, will allow a team of volunteers from the parish to do the hay cut next year
(using strimmers or scythes). A week after cutting the hay would be raked up and could be
followed by a family picnic, with Adrian's local cider available (purely in the interests of
historical authenticity).

Recent Events
Indoor Bowls in the Village Hall

The bowlers have met four or five times this year, the last a week ago. The children are still
keen and getting far too good. If anyone wants to join us look out for the next date on
Shinfo - just turn up: it's usually 2pm on a Saturday, you'll be very welcome, even if it's just
to give it a try. Anyone (except very young children) can bowl, talent not required. Despite
that it does get quite competitive, but with lots of fun.
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Forthcoming Events
Halloween Happening - Saturday 31st October
Xmas Xtravaganza - Friday 11th December: Please note the change.

SOBELL CHRISTMAS GIFT FAIR
At RADLEY COLLEGE

Saturday 21st November 10am – 5pm
Sunday 22nd November 10am – 4.30pm
* Over 60 staIIs * Refreshments *Unique Gift Ideas

Come and support
Sobell House Hospice Charity
www.sobellhospicecharity.org.uk
Charity number 1118646

Entrance £6

Concessions £3.50

Wildlife
Birds in South Hinksey
I’m not all that observant, and I know very little about birds, but I’m fascinated by the
variety of birds in our parish. Over the past few months I’ve seen: sparrow (not very
common); dunnock (thanks Hilary, for telling me what it is); starling, thrush, magpie,
goldfinch, pigeon, collared dove, robin, blue tit, great tit ,spotted woodpecker (all in our
garden; wren (on the Devil’s Backbone); mallard, swan, tern, gull, coot, Canada goose,
moorhen (on Hinksey Ponds and lake); green woodpecker(in the churchyard); quail (starting
up at my feet near the Electric Road); red kite.
I know I’ve forgotten some, and I’m sure many people can add to this list. Perhaps we could
have a regular spot for it in the Echo?
Linda
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St Laurence Church – from Fr James Wilkinson, the Vicar
All Saints
The 1st of November sees the great festival of All Saints in the calendar of the Christian
Church; celebrating saints known and unknown. It was first referenced in St Ephrem
Syrus who died in around 373AD, so the feast has a long and noble tradition. We all
know famous saints such as St Laurence, St Matthew or St Frideswide. But there are
also less well known saints such as St Hugh of Lincoln or St Maximillian Kolbe. Above all
we celebrate the community of the saints and the life of heaven, as St Bernard of Cluny
has it in the second verse of the hymn Jerusalem the Golden,
They stand, those halls of Sion, All jubilant with song,
And bright with many an angel, And all the martyr throng;
The Prince is ever with them, the daylight is serene,
The pastures of the blessed Are decked in glorious sheen.
A prayer for use at All Saints,
Almighty God,
you have knit together your elect
in one communion and fellowship
in the mystical body of your Son Christ our Lord:
Grant us grace so to follow your blessed saints
in all virtuous an godly living
that we may come to those inexpressible joys
that you have prepared for those who truly love you;
Through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.
All Souls
This year we will be keeping our annual service to remember the departed on Saturday
31st October at 11.00am. There will be a Eucharist in church followed by the blessing of
graves in the churchyard and burial ground. Please feel free to come to the service, or
simply join us for the blessing of the graves at around 11.45am. During the service you
will have the opportunity for your departed loved ones to be remembered by name and
to light a candle for them. You may also like to decorate the graves you are associated
with.
Advance notice of… Christmas!
This year our service of Carols and Readings will take place on Sunday 20th December
2015 at 4pm. There will be carols and readings and poetry, all by candlelight. We
would like to involve you so if you would like to read, or sing something, or help with
the decoration of the church please let us know. Children will be invited to come
dressed as a character from the Nativity – Mary, Joseph, shepherd, wise man, angel,
sheep, donkey, Ox, or even the baby Jesus…
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Service programme
You will see below the programme of services at St Laurence for the next 6 months.
Best wishes
Fr James Wilkinson
frjwilkinson@gmail.com
01865 245879

Parish Church of St Laurence
South Hinksey
Contact – 01865 245879 or www.acny.org.uk/468

Sunday Services
The pattern is usually the first and third Sundays of the month
6 monthly Calendar
November 2015 to April 2016
Sat 31st Oct
All Souls
at 11.00am
Sun 8th Nov
Remembrance
Sun 22nd Nov Christ the King

Eucharist and Sprinkling

Sun 6th Dec
Sun 20th Dec
Fri 25th Dec

Advent 2
Advent 4
Christmas Day

Eucharist at 9.15am
Carols at 4.00pm
Eucharist at 10.00am

Sun 3rd Jan
Sun 17th Jan

Epiphany
Epiphany 2

Eucharist at 9.15am
BCP Eucharist at 9.15am

Sun 7th Feb
Sun 21st Feb

1st before Lent
Lent 2

Eucharist at 9.15am
Eucharist at 9.15am

Eucharist at 9.15am
Eucharist at 9.15am
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Sun 6th March Lent 4
Sun 27th March Easter Sunday

Eucharist at 9.15am
Eucharist at 9.15am

Sun 3rd April Low Sunday
Sun 17th April 4th of Easter

Eucharist at 9.15am
Eucharist at 9.15am

Burial Ground
The burial ground meadow has been full of flowers this year. It's settling down well and
should improve as soil fertility gradually decreases. The arrangements with a contractor to
do the annual hay cut have been unsatisfactory. I'm hoping the Parish Council, who own the
burial ground, will allow a team of volunteers from the parish to do the hay cut next year
(using strimmers or scythes). A week after cutting the hay would be raked up and could be
followed by a family picnic, with Adrian's local cider available (purely in the interests of
historical authenticity).
Peter

District Councillors’ News
District Councillor Update: Botley & Sunningwell Ward
I hope everyone managed to enjoy a break over the summer. I had
a couple of weeks by the sea with my family but it has continued to
be busy at the Vale…
Local Plan 2031 Examination in Public: The Local Plan is a planning
policy document that will guide development across the district for
decades, so it is important we get it right. The Local Plan sets out
how many homes we will need in the Vale and the current draft
would allow development of local sites in the green belt. The first part of the planning
inspector’s Examination in Public (to decide whether the draft Local Plan should become
policy, be scrapped or be amended) will run from 22 Sep – 1st Oct at The Beacon in
Wantage. Cllr Debby Hallett will be involved in the hearings and anyone can go and watch.
There is more information about the Examination at: http://bit.ly/1KzbEKC.
Dog Waste: I have had a number of complaints about dog mess on our streets and playing
fields. Did you know that you no longer need to put dog waste in designated bins? It can go
in any normal rubbish bin so please clean up after your dog and help keep children in
particular safe.
Debby and I both publish more information online:
- Facebook: facebook.com/DebbyHallettLD and facebook.com/cllremilysmith
- Twitter: twitter.com/DebbyHallett_LD and twitter.com/emilysmithLD
- Various news items and opinions on Debby’s blog: CllrDebbyHallett.com
Please keep getting in touch with your questions/problems and we will do our best to help
Best wishes, Cllr Emily Smith
Emily.smith@whitehorsedc.gov.uk
Tel: 07986 877 933
8

