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New Bund 
 

 
 
A few weeks further on, the earthworks 
for the new bund are all but complete 
(See article on Flooding).  On 5th 
November Nicola Blackwood came to 
admire it.  The weather was, 
appropriately enough, wet, but a small 
crowd of villagers had braved the mud to 
be present. Magnus Williams from the 
Environment Agency explained how the 
system of temporary defences would 
work and we were given a demonstration 
of just how fast the pieces could be fitted 
together in an emergency! 
We are very grateful to Nicola for her 
support; Magnus Williams the engineer 
who managed the project; Matthew 
Barber and the Vale of White Horse for 
their financial contribution;  
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Thanks also to our own people, notably Peter Rawcliffe and Adrian Porter who have led the 

fight for flood protection, Maggie Rawcliffe the parish council, and all those in the 

community who have given their support; and Matthew Frohn who is organising the team 

to put up the temporary defences if and when they are needed. Thanks too to all of you 

who have supported the project and been patient with any disruption it may have caused in 

the village. I know many households will feel much more secure, whatever the weather and 

the river may do. 

 

 

 

Above:  L to R -  

David Bedlington  

(E.A.), Maggie 

Rawcliffe, Peter 

Rawcliffe,  Richard 

King,  Nicola 

Blackwood, 

Matthew Frohn, , 

Matthew Barber 

(V.O.W.H.) 

 

Right:   Members of 

the Environment 

Agency Team; 

Magnus Williams, 

centre 
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Hallowe’en 

We’re told that there were some very spooky goings-on at the Village hall last week. A 
crowd of children and adults gathered, filling every corner of the hall and consumed a feast 
of seasonal fare that had mysteriously appeared.    The really spooky thing is that although a 
lot of pictures are said to have been taken, none of them have survived to be included in 
this Echo… except one…. 
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The Eighth Annual South Hinksey Fete 
 

Like the seven that had gone before it, the eighth South Hinksey Annual Fete held in 
September was a great success.  The weather helped –mild with a pale blue sky and white 
clouds.  All the traditional attractions were there: 
 

Things to do: pottery making, 
hoop-la, coconut shy, beat the 
buzzer, lottery, splat the rat, 
bouncy castle, hook a duck, 
marbles in jar, shooting (under the 
very safe direction of Phil 
Saugman), children’s races, egg 
throwing- and of course the annual 
men versus women challenge of 
the leaky bucket – won this year 
by the men and boys.  
Things to eat: Barbecue, bar, 
refreshments, ice cream.  
Things to look at: face painting. 

  
Keiron Blay and Ian Whitfield, ace BBQ team 

 
Things to listen to: The Donkey House Band, who have played at every fete since the 
tradition was revived in 2009. 
Things to buy: book and white elephant stall, craft stall. We are very grateful to all the army 
of helpers, including those who helped set it up in the morning. 
We were able to send £368.88 to the St Laurence Church Fabric Fund and £276.45 to 
Citizens Advice Oxford. 
 
 Here’s looking forward to next year’s fete on 10th September 2017. 

Linda Slater 
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Village Hall 

 

 
Wildflower meadow 

 

  
 

The wildflower meadow continues to thrive and develop. This year for the first time the 
annual hay cut has been done by scything by a group of keen volunteers, many of whom 
work for BBOWT. This has given a much better cut than strimming, removing more grass: 
this removal is important in reducing fertility and allowing flowers to compete with strongly 
growing grasses. Unfortunately we could not find a good home for the hay but will try again 
next year.  
 
We have three parishioners keen to learn how to scythe and set up and care for the scythe, 
so the proposed one day (6 hour) course here will probably go ahead in the spring. We need 
5 or 6 people so there are still spaces - if not taken soon by parishioners they will offered 
elsewhere, so if you are interested let me know now (cost is £60). 

Peter Rawcliffe 

 
 

 
 
The hall is flourishing and 
is financially secure.  The 
big news is that the old 
and potentially dangerous 
wall in the car park has 
been taken down. There is 
now a step in the concrete 
where the wall once stood, 
so our next job is to get the 
ground levelled and safe 
for parking. 
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 Flood relief works 
 

The temporary barrier enabling works are ongoing, so far we have completed the ground 
works in the form of two bunds. The main bund is a permanent defence with a compacted 
clay core into which temporary barriers can be tied in with a seal between the two defence 
types. The main reason for limiting the bund to its current length is to avoid underground 
electricity cables which run through the field.  The second bund is of the same construction 
however it is not to full flood level but provides a level surface for the temporary barriers 
where the ground was previously unsuitable. The works outstanding include non-return 
valves on drainage outfalls and changes to fencing / gates /walls. The aim is to complete 
these items soon and we will be in contact with individual landowners to arrange 
convenient times for the work to take place. Thank you for your patience throughout this 
project. 

Magnus Williams, Environment Agency 

 

Railway work 

At the beginning of September the railway line past South Hinksey was closed for a week to 

carry out work to alleviate flooding problems. Commuters had to make do with buses from 

Oxford to Didcot while the line itself was raised and new culverts installed to help carry 

away any water. It was fascinating, during that week, to stand and stare from the South 

Hinksey  bridge, admire the heavy lifting equipment  and see how the work was carried out.  

It was all finished according to schedule and the line reopened for trains on time. 
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Parish Church of St Laurence, South Hinksey 

From Fr James Wilkinson, the Vicar 

 
 
 

 
 
 

A prayer for use at Harvest: 

Eternal God,  

you crown the year with your 
goodness  

and you give us the fruits of the 
earth in their season:   

grant that we may use them to 
your glory,  

for the relief of those in need  

and for our own well-being;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord,  

who lives and reigns with you  

and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and for ever.   

Amen 

 

Harvest Thanksgiving 

At this time of the year the Church gives thanks for the gifts of the harvest.  This is usually thought of 

in terms of corn, fruit and vegetables – harvest of the land.  But it can be considered more widely, 

with the harvest of the sea and of our human lives.  We are thankful for what we have – that these 

good things come from God.  It is also a time to consider those who do not have enough food to eat, 

both near and far.  In the Parish here we collect items for the stock cupboard of the Gatehouse, the 

Oxford project who provide food, shelter and company to Oxford’s homeless.  If you would like to 

offer any of the following do let us know, they need – coffee, sugar, peanut butter, honey, chocolate 

spread, tea, jam, Bovril, Branston pickle, tuna. 

Advance notice of… Christmas! 

This year our service of Carols and Readings will take place on Sunday 18th December 2016 

at 4pm.  There will be carols and readings and poetry, all by candlelight.  We would like to 

involve you so if you would like to read, or sing something, or help with the decoration of 

the church please let us know.  Children will be invited to come dressed as a character from 

the Nativity – Mary, Joseph, shepherd, wise man, angel, sheep, donkey, ox, or even the baby 

Jesus… 

Thanks 

Thank you for the money raised from the South Hinksey Fete which will go towards the 

upgrading of the paths in the churchyard and burial ground. 

 



8 

Sunday Services 

You will see below the programme of services at St Laurence for the next 6 months.   
The pattern is usually the first and third Sundays of the month 

 

Best wishes,  Fr James Wilkinson   frjwilkinson@gmail.com  01865 245879 or 

www.acny.org.uk/468 

November 2016 to April 2017 

Sun 13th Nov    Remembrance Eucharist at 9.15am 

Sun 4th Dec    Advent 2  Eucharist at 9.15am 

Sun 18th Dec    Advent 4  Carols at 4.00pm 

Sun 25th Dec    Christmas Day Eucharist at 10.00am 

Sun 8th Jan    Epiphany  Eucharist at 9.15am 

Sun 15th Jan    Epiphany 2  BCP Eucharist at 9.15am 

Sun 5th Feb    4th before Lent Eucharist at 9.15am 

Sun 19th Feb    2nd before Lent Eucharist at 9.15am 

Sun 5th March     Lent 1  Eucharist at 9.15am 

Sun 19th March      Lent 3  Eucharist at 9.15am 

Sun 2nd April    Lent 5   Eucharist at 9.15am 

Sun 16th April    Easter Sunday Eucharist at 9.15am 

 

HELP!! 

The Echo is put together and distributed by volunteers three 

times a year.  We would dearly welcome some new blood to the 

team, especially if they can add a Hill perspective as we are 

conscious that news is often very village focused.  Please get in 

touch with Linda Slater if you can help. 

(jolinda.slater@btinternet.com ) 
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