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Events 
 

The South Hinksey Christmas Extravaganza 
 

The South Hinksey Christmas Extravaganza, held on Saturday 17th December 2011, was 

extraordinarily good. All the lights in the hall were amazing! It looked really Christmassy, 

especially with the music! When Santa came all the little children were screaming with 

delight! The Donkey House Band played some festive carols, followed by the children of 

North Hinksey School, (Hope, Thea and Verity Broome Saunders, Eloise Porter, Lily and 

Charlie Blay and Jacob Barron) all sang songs from their Christmas Play(s)! 
By Hope Broome Saunders, age 9. 

 

Do you want to come? My favourite part of the South Hinksey Christmas Extravaganza was 

when Santa came and gave us presents! 
By Verity Broome Saunders, age 5. 

 

My favourite part was when all the children started singing. 
By Thea Broome Saunders, age 7. 

 

South Hinksey Parish Council 
 

New councillor 

Elizabeth Halcro has unfortunately had to step down from the Council. We miss her and 

thank her for all her work. The Parish Council is very pleased to welcome Sandra Bingham to 

the Council. Sandra comes from a background of working in local authorities, working with 

children and families and promoting social inclusion. She has been a parishioner for many 

years and increases the Council's representation for Hinksey Hill. 
 

Clive Briffett 

The Council was very sorry to hear of the death of Clive Briffett who was until recently Chair 

of the Council. Clive was a passionate and hard-working Councillor who left a lasting legacy 

in the community woodland, and the Council will be putting a bench in the woodland in 

Clive's memory. 
 

Overbridge work 

The Council has been informed that the bridge connecting the northbound carriageway of 

the A34 with the village will be closed for two weeks from 13th February. The closure will be 

between 9:30am and 4pm in order to carry out essential maintenance work. 
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Hinksey Hill traffic 

The Council, and particularly Liz LeFevre, have been working hard to further improve road 

safety along Hinksey Hill. Speed limit signs that are attached to wheelie bins as a reminder 

to drivers have been circulated; the anti-skid surface at the bend at the top of the hill is due 

to be replaced; and the Council has applied for work to be done to erect 'concealed 

entrance' signs and cut back vegetation that is encroaching onto the pavements. 
 

Finance 

Due to savings and under spends this year, the Council has been able to reduce the parish 

precept from £9800 (2011/12) to £4020 for the coming year. 
 

Council Meetings 

A reminder that the Council holds meetings on the first Tuesday of every month. 

Parishioners are encouraged to attend and raise any issues that they may have. We 

welcome any input and comments. For more information on forthcoming meetings, or to 

raise any issues, please contact the Parish Clerk, Sheridan Edward, at s.hinksey@gmail.com 

or 07720 052572. 

 

Village Hall 
 

A handful of dedicated people are keeping the Village Hall running well.  
 

Maggie Rawcliffe is busy most days, receiving enquiries, showing people round, making 

bookings, checking tables and chairs required, checking the hall after a booking, banking 

cheques and so on.  

Phil Saugman, as property manager, has had the hall spring cleaned more than once; the 

floor has been cleaned and retreated, the door wood oiled, repairs to rotten window frames 

arranged, to name but a few. Phil is currently arranging for essential repairs to the porch. 

Much of this work has been done by Phil himself, and much by associates for which the 

normal charge has been waived. We’re very grateful for all he’s doing  

Kevin Duma does sterling work as caretaker, cleaning the hall, putting out, and away, tables 

and chairs, and opening and closing the hall. 

Meanwhile, Treasurer Ann Allsworth holds the purse strings. She keeps the hall accounts in 

apple-pie order and makes sure we don’t spend money we haven’t got. She’s adept at 

tucking away money for a rainy day; invaluable when we had a big bill for sorting out the 

sewer last year. Ann is now building up the reserve again. 

Anne Markham has been doing a great job looking after the plants outside since last 

summer, and will be back in action when the frosts are past. 

Linda Slater is our efficient Secretary. 
 

The hall is taking many more bookings since we managed to get it high on the Google hit list. 

People like the hall and our rates are competitive. We are getting more bookings from 

outside organisations, ranging from the National Childbirth Trust to natural health 

treatments, a Thanksgiving party and a school reunion - all in the last 6 months. We have to 

strike a balance between these outside bookings, which keep the hall viable, and having the 
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hall sufficiently available for parishioners. To repeat the recent advice: book as early as you 

can or, unfortunately, you might not get the day you want, particularly at weekends. 
 

We’ll be reviewing the budget in March. New hire rates will start from April 1. Parishioner 

bookings made before then, for dates after then, will be at present rates (or the new rates, 

in the rather unlikely event that they are lower).  
 

Peter Rawcliffe, Chair 

 

Flooding News 

 

Thank you to those villagers who came to Oxford Flood Alliance’s public meeting in 

November. I thought it might be of interest to give a summary here of things done, and 

things still awaited, which will help the village, i.e. downstream. 

Improvements since 2007 include 

• Towle’s Mill - much larger by-pass channel and weir (Environment Agency (EA), 2007) 

• Very large new flood culverts at the bottom of the village ditch (EA, 2009) 

• Clearance of vegetation and de-silting of Hinksey Drain and Stream (EA, various dates) 

• Removal of redundant level crossing bridge which was obstructing Hinksey Drain at 

Kennington (Network Rail, early 2010) 

• Clearance by Nick Frearson under the Devil’s Backbone path, including pollarding of 

willows, and of the village ditch (2010) 

• New, higher, bridge over the Hinksey Stream (Oxon County Council, July 2010) 

Most recently 

 Bigger culverts for Hinksey Drain under the railway access road, and a wider weir 

(Network Rail,2011) 

 New culverts under the causeway leading to the electric substation beside the village 

(Vale of White Horse DC, 2011) 

Anticipated soon 

• We believe the severe pinch point at Munday’s bridge, under the railway in Kennington, 

will finally be sorted out properly, by Thames Water, in the spring. This would be a major 

improvement.  

• The Parish Council has recently met with a County Council officer to ask the County to 

clear out beneath the bridge at the village end of the Devil’s Backbone.  

• The Parish Council also continue to pursue the (labyrinthine) ownership of the ditch at 

the top of Manor Road, so further restoration can be done. 

OFA continues to push on 

 Stroud’s bridge and the channel beyond it to the Thames. 

 Clearing the junction of Hinksey Stream and Drain, which is very badly silted and 

overgrown. 

 Maintenance throughout: to help, we have just begun monitoring the waterways on a 

regular basis, reporting problems to the authorities and featuring them on a maintenance 

page on our website. If anyone sees a problem, let me know, so we can try to get it 

sorted. 

Future prospects 

Oxford has just £5000 in toto in the central flood risk reduction capital budget for the 5 

years from 2012 onwards. In fairness, there is £123,000 for maintenance for this year  
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Under new government funding arrangements the Environment Agency’s ‘big scheme’ for 

Oxford (and us) would be only 7% funded, leaving a shortfall of c. £120 million. In other 

words it’s a dead duck. Thus there is no official, realistic, strategy for Oxford. 

Faced with this, we have submitted various measures for consideration for funding, mostly 

based on our medium-term strategy proposals published in March 2010.  

We have ideas for the Hinksey Stream catchment area, both to reduce flood risk, and at the 

same time improve wildlife habitats and increase biodiversity, and improve bird watching 

and fishing, all without adversely affecting the overall appearance. Preliminary, informal, 

discussions with possibly interested parties have met with positive responses. We are now 

finding out the present status of the area  under the DEFRA Water Framework Directive, 

which will give us some idea whether any funding might be available under that banner.  
For more detail see www.oxfordfloodalliance.org.uk   Peter Rawcliffe 

 

The General Elliott 
 

We thought we would remind everyone of our  (ex-)local’s history by reproducing the poem written about it by 

First World War poet Robert Graves when he lived nearby on Boars Hill during his time at Oxford. Michael 

Schmidt, the founder of the publishing house that now looks after Graves’ works lived at Pin Farm, South 

Hinksey when he founded The Carcanet Press during his time at Oxford, and he remembers reading the poem 

– then displayed in a glass fame at the bar - during his visits to the pub. Does anyone else remember this? 

 

The General Elliott 

 

He fell in victory's fierce pursuit, 

Holed through and through with shot, 

A sabre sweep had hacked him deep 

Twixt neck and shoulderknot.... 

 

The potman cannot well recall, 

The ostler never knew, 

Whether his day was Malplaquet, 

The Boyne or Waterloo. 

 

But there he hangs for tavern sign, 

With foolish bold regard 

For cock and hen and loitering men 

And wagons down the yard. 

 

Raised high above the hayseed world 

He smokes his painted pipe, 

And now surveys the orchard ways, 

The damsons clustering ripe. 

 

He sees the churchyard slabs beyond, 

Where country neighbours lie, 

Their brief renown set lowly down; 

His name assaults the sky. 

 

He grips the tankard of brown ale 

That spills a generous foam: 

Oft-times he drinks, they say, and winks 

At drunk men lurching home. 

 

No upstart hero may usurp 

That honoured swinging seat; 

His seasons pass with pipe and glass 

Until the tale's complete. 

 

And paint shall keep his buttons bright 

Though all the worlds forgot 

Whether he died for England's pride 

By battle, or by pot. 

 
By Kind permission of Carcanet Press for the Robert Graves Estate. 
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Nature’s Niche 
 

Due to the sad and sudden death of Clive Briffett, the Nature’s Niche feature will no longer 

be appearing in the Echo. We are replacing it in the spring with a series of articles 

contributed by a member of staff at the Oxford Botanical Garden. Until then here are some 

words from a more unconventional gardener… 

 

The Sloppy Gardener 
 

 

We love our garden.  We really do.  We spend a lot of time in it and we even do quite a lot 

of work there, but it’s disorganised, organic, random. Let me explain.   
 

It’s a small garden at the top of Manor Road and we’ve lived here for ten years. Before that 

we had a much larger garden in the unforgiving clay of West Sussex. (It was there that I 

learned to grow most of my bulbs in pots to avoid having to bore planting-holes in the 

slippery mud of October, and I’ve kept up the habit ever since.) 

Our garden is for enjoyment and we do the jobs that we enjoy.  Others get done at the stage 

where not having done them would be more unpleasant than actually doing them; if you 

don’t mow the lawn at all it’s an eyesore, but mow it when it is just a bit too long and it 

makes such a difference that everyone thinks you have really worked hard. 

At first we had very few flowerbeds, but there were three apple trees occupying about a 

third of the total space.  After living with them for a year we hoiked two of them out. Now 

we have just one, which we are forbidden to cut down as the grandchildren look on it as 

their climbing tree. It provides more than enough dual purpose cookers/eaters for two of us 

and plenty to give away. The garden is lighter and we have a third as many leaves to rake in 

the autumn: sloppy gardening. 

We don’t grow vegetables - too much work and worry - though we do run to a triangle of 

runner beans some years, for the sheer enjoyment of their flowers and the wonderful fresh 

taste. One year we did have tomatoes, but that was a random seedling that had got into my 

compost mix and forced its way up among the other flowers: sloppy gardening again. 
 

The overriding aim of the garden is to provide colour. To this end Jo grows giant dahlias 

from seed on the upstairs window ledge. It’s a bit like cooking profiteroles, maximum 

impact for minimum effort. Last year’s dahlias are cut down after the first frost and simply 

left in the ground; a surprising number of them survive, even in a winter as harsh as last 

year’s, and there is the added enjoyment of scrutinising the earth in April and May to see 
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what is coming up. Then, spaces in the beds can be filled with fast-growing, self-seeding, 

annuals such as Californian poppies. 
 

Even in winter the garden provides interest and enjoyment, though it is largely admired 

through the double glazing of our cottage windows. Compare these winter pictures with the 

view in summer and you will see the contrast that one year of sloppy gardening can provide. 

 

Linda Slater 

 

Saint Laurence Church 
 

Diamond Jubilee of Her Majesty the Queen 

Monday 6th February sees the 60th anniversary of the death of King George VI and hence 

the coming to the throne of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. We have been blessed with a 

monarch who is unstinting in her duty to our country and so this is a time of joy and 

celebration. 
 

In her Christmas broadcast the Queen reminded us of the Christian understanding of 

forgiveness and of the hope born in the stable at Bethlehem. She went on to say, ‘It is my 

prayer that we might all find room in our lives.for the love of God through Christ our Lord.’ 
 

You may like to use this prayer from the Accession Service of the Book of Common Prayer: 

‘O God, who providest for thy people by thy power, and rulest over them in love:  Vouchsafe 

so to bless thy servant our Queen, that under her this nation may be wisely governed, and 

thy Church may serve thee in all godly quietness; and grant that she being devoted to thee 

with her whole heart, and persevering in good works unto the end, may, by thy guidance, 

come to thine everlasting kingdom; through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord, who liveth and 

reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end.  Amen’ 
 

Please look out for a celebration of the Diamond Jubilee in the Parish at the beginning of 

June when we celebrate as a nation. 
 

Parish office – Tel 01865 245879        E mail – frjwilkinson@gmail.com,   www.acny.org.uk/468 

 

Wildflowers in the Burial Ground 

 
The wildflower part of the burial ground was a bit disappointing last year, 

perhaps because of the cold winter. Some new plants were put in during 

the year and more yellow rattle sown before the recent few frosty days, 

which will have helped germination. We have altered the cutting regime, 
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leaving the meadow shorter in the autumn, which should help. As the grass’ vigour gradually 

declines, flowers should become more numerous, but it will take several years. We’ll be 

putting in native dog rose(s) and native honeysuckle this year. Quite soon, with any luck, 

cowslips will be in flower.  
Peter Rawcliffe 

 

Local events 
STOP PRESS 

Diamond Jubilee Celebrations: Street party at lunchtime on Sunday 3
rd

 June.  Donkey 

House Band and other attractions.  More information to follow. 

 

Barracks Lane Community Garden. 

Thursday 16th Feb: Upcycling workshop, 6:30pm-9:30pm. Taking something that would 

normally be recycled and then turning it into something else to be used, looked at or 

sold. £5 (£3 concs) per session, incl. refreshments. Under 12's must bring a responsible 

adult. Contact Helen Osborn, 01865 256 084 or 07950 608 249 or email 

Helenosborn@aol.com.   

Saturday 18th Feb: Family Nature Clubs 12pm-4pm. Bird feeders and scarecrows.  

Sunday 19th Feb: Film screening & fundraiser - Animate Earth 4pm. Animate Earth 

(www.animateearth.com) written & presented by Stephan Harding, resident ecologist at 

Schumacher college, Devon. Tickets £7/£5. Limited seating so early booking recommended. 

Email barrackslanegarden@yahoo.co.uk or tel: 01865 236 088 to book your place. 

Sunday 11th Mar: Poetry Workshop 12-4pm 

Thursday 15
t
h Mar: Upcycling workshop     

Saturday 21st & Sunday 22nd April: Introduction to Permaculture. This two day course will 

introduce practical approaches that promote an environmentally abundant and socially 

positive lifestyle.   

 

The Earth Trust (formerly The Northmoor Trust) 

Throughout the spring they are running a series of workshops on Apple Tree Grafting (29
th

 

Jan), Hurdle weaving (29
th

 Jan), Hedge Laying (4
th

, 5th Feb) and Lambing weekends (24
th

, 

25
th

, 31st March and 1
st

 April) 

They also have a new set of Bush craft/Wilderness Skills workshops: Woodcraft (4
th

 March), 

Bush craft Campfire Cookery (29
th

 April), Plant Foraging Guided Walk (20
th

 May) and Family 

Bush craft Day (8
th

 June) 

Contact the Trust for information / booking requirements 01865 407792 or 

www.earthtrust.co.uk. 

  

Get ready for the Olympic Torch 

 
The Olympic torch relay will pass through Oxfordshire on Monday 9th July and Tuesday 

10th July. Specific details about which roads it will travel on will become public knowledge 

nearer the time. It is coming into Oxford from Luton on the 9
th

 July and out again, 

southwards to Reading, on the 10th. 

 



 

 

Kennington Health Centre

 

Happy New Year from Kennington Health Centre.

  

There have been some changes in 

team. Dr Alex Novak will be working with us fro

phlebotomist will be working Monday through to Thursdays to take blood and carry out 

other tasks such as ECG and a

  

We have changed our appointment schedules 

to provide a better range of options for patients.

and qualified and have access to all medical notes 

can normally fit you in within 2 work

partner then the average is 10 working days A

mean a 3 – 4 week wait. We have over 6800 pa

times of the year demand can be higher.

  

We now have a touch screen check

a queue to book in. Please have a go or ask one of our receptionists to 

  

Repeat prescriptions take on average 48 hours to process.

continually checking online and the box 

12 noon then it may be 60 hours for it to be ready.

it is to get them ready for when you need more 

and difficult for patients and staff alike.

  

Please note that due to confidentiality rules in place here at Kennington we are unable to 

give any information (even to say it is the health centre ringing) to anyone who is not 

authorised to receive it. If you wish us to be able to talk to a relative or leave a message 

then you need to sign a confidentiality waver form which you can obtain from the heal

centre. 

  

We are changing our patient system in mid February so there may be 

booking future appointments too far ah

 

New arrivals
 

The editorial team would always welcome 

details of new arrivals into the village or 

the Hill - accompanied by pictures too if 

possible.   
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Kennington Health Centre 

 

ear from Kennington Health Centre. 

There have been some changes in the Health Centre with Dr Katharina Winkel joining the 

Dr Alex Novak will be working with us from January to the end of March.

hlebotomist will be working Monday through to Thursdays to take blood and carry out 

other tasks such as ECG and audio tests. 

We have changed our appointment schedules and we hope this will enable the clinical staff 

range of options for patients. Please note that all our GP’s are trained 

and qualified and have access to all medical notes – if you are willing to see any doctor we 

can normally fit you in within 2 working days. If you wish to see a named doctor i.e. a 

the average is 10 working days As they only work 3 days a week then th

We have over 6800 patients we have to look after and at certain 

times of the year demand can be higher. 

We now have a touch screen check- in system – it is easy to use and will save you 

Please have a go or ask one of our receptionists to help 

n average 48 hours to process. Please note that we are not 

continually checking online and the box – we process them each morning so if you apply at 

be 60 hours for it to be ready. The more time you can

it is to get them ready for when you need more – last minute requests can be frustrating 

and difficult for patients and staff alike. 

Please note that due to confidentiality rules in place here at Kennington we are unable to 

nformation (even to say it is the health centre ringing) to anyone who is not 

If you wish us to be able to talk to a relative or leave a message 

then you need to sign a confidentiality waver form which you can obtain from the heal

our patient system in mid February so there may be some challenges with 

booking future appointments too far ahead. Please be patient with us. 

New arrivals 

The editorial team would always welcome 

details of new arrivals into the village or 

accompanied by pictures too if 
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