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Welcome to the South Hinksey Echo.
I have recently taken over the role of Editor from Linda
Slater who had been doing a grand job of putting
together the newsletter for the past 15 years.
Many thanks to you Linda for all the effort you have put
in over the years. It is much appreciated. I look forward
to continuing your good work.

Linda and Nadeen
A little bit about myself – my name is Nadeen Whitfield
and I live in number 3 Manor Road with my husband Ian
and 11 year old son Freddie - not forgetting our
cockapoo Elmo. We have lived in the village for nearly
two years but knew a few families previously from North
Hinksey Primary School where Freddie attends.

FLOODING
In the village, the local defences are all but completed. If
floods threaten, temporary barriers will be added. While
the official line is that they cannot be guaranteed we will
eat our (straw) hats in public if we do not get them.

An operational plan for erecting the barriers is being
developed, including the question of who erects the
barrier and how our parish volunteers are best
deployed. We are in discussion with the EA on this and
asking that it be completed soon. Should flooding come
sooner we will still manage!
OFAS
The Oxford Flood Alleviation Scheme (OFAS) continues
apace. This scheme should reduce the risk of flooding to
every house at risk in the west Oxford floodplain area, in
many cases (including all of the village) to a level of 1 in
100 years. The scheme involves changes to bridges and
culverts, some bunds including one for the village, and a
mainly new ‘natural’ (NOT concrete) channel from the
Botley Road to Redbridge. The floodplain will continue
to flood but not so deeply. The scheme does not of
course create ‘new water’, water in still = water out, it
rather diverts it away from local areas of population:
modelling shows no increase in risk downstream
(studied as far down as Mapledurham).
Funding now seems more secure than ever. The Outline
Business Case was submitted for scrutiny, on schedule,
on 22 February.
If the scheme goes ahead as planned, work on the
ground will start in October 2018, finishing in August
2021 (dates subject to revision of course). There will be
a lot of work going on around us. With that in mind
there is to be a special South Hinksey meeting for
parishioners, in our Village Hall, in March, details TBA.
A series of drop-in public events on detailed plans are
planned in May, all from 2-8pm:
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11th – West Oxford Community Association, Botley Road,
Oxford OX2 0BT
12th – South Oxford Community Centre, Lake St OX1
4RP
15th – Oxford Deaf & Hard of Hearing Centre, St Ebbe’s
OX1 1RL
16th – St Luke’s Church, Canning Crescent OX1 4XB.
Oxford Flood Alliance is determined that OFAS should
overall improve the environment for wildlife. We
continue working to achieve that with the Freshwater
Habitats Trust, the Environment Agency and others.
Elsewhere
Last year we surveyed Weirs Mill Stream, Oxford’s
second biggest waterway, from bank and boat,
identifying necessary clearance. Much of this work has
now been done by the Environment Agency. A stretch
above Donnington Bridge remains and we are
highlighting that.
Peter Rawcliffe and Adrian Porter

Once they have incorrectly exited at South Hinksey, and
begin to head into the village down Parker Road, there is
a large sign on the right indicating that Oxford is to the
left. While this sign is intended to indicate to drivers on
the A34 the exit to the Southern Bypass Road, it is
clearly visible to vehicles who have just entered the
village.
Last year, the Parish Council met with Lee Turner,
Principal Traffic Technician for Oxford County Council,
and following that meeting a ‘NO HGVs’ sign was placed
at the start of Parker Road, just after the roundabout.
This seemed to have little effect on the number of
incidents. A group met with Lee Turner again in February
of this year and discussed ways in which to restrict
access into the village. His recommendation is to
construct a dividing island at the start of Parker Road
with a ‘NO HGVs’ sign on it and another sign on the
verge. The hope is that in slowing vehicles down to pass
through the narrow road they will see the signs. This
would not only narrow the road but also show, as early
as possible, that it is not a trunk road or slipway. Lee is
also arranging for ‘OXFORD’ to be added to the ‘A34/
SOUTH RING ROAD’ sign on the roundabout.

PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
HGVs
The issue of HGVs and other very large vehicles coming
into the village of South Hinksey is not a new one. It
does, however, seem to have increased exponentially in
the last 18-24 months. In the last two months alone,
there has been an HGV (or in at least one case a large
tourist coach) trying to make its way through the village
once a fortnight on average. Increasingly, there is
significant damage caused to homes and property by
these vehicles.
The vehicles always take the same path - off the South
Hinksey exit of the southbound A34, and down Parker
Road, around the bend and onto St. Lawrence Road.
Anecdotally, many of the drivers, when questioned, say
that they were following their SatNavs and thought they
were taking the slip road for the Southern Bypass Road.

At present there are no County Council funds to pay for
the dividing island. However, Lee is going to approach
the council to see if any funds can be found and made
available for this He will keep us posted. Maggie
Rawcliffe and Christine Madsen will meet with Nicola
Blackwood on 3 March to ask for her help and support in
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approaching the Minister and Highways England about
misleading signs.

Safety Check on Headstones in the Burial Ground
The Parish Council has engaged a team from Oxford City
Council to inspect all the headstones in the burial
ground to check they are safe after receiving two
complaints from members of the public about some of
the headstones leaning. The check will be carried out in
May.

If you see a vehicle that shouldn’t be in the village,
please note the date and time as well as the registration
of the vehicle and take a photograph, if possible. Please
forward this information to Christine Madsen and
Angela Kinnings (mccarthymadsen@gmail.com &
akinnings@aol.com) who are keeping a log of the
incidents. Damage to property can be claimed back on
the driver’s insurance.
Map showing possible signage issues and where
property was damaged.

Burial authorities have legal duties under the Health and
Safety at Work Act 1974 and it is usual for headstones to
be checked professionally every five years but, so far as
the Council is aware, those in our burial ground have
never been checked professionally.
Headstones will be tested using hand testing only. Any
headstone found to be unstable will be made safe,
where possible, with a wooden stake and banding. Only
as a last resort will an unsafe headstone be carefully laid
down within the grave space.
The Council anticipates that very few headstones, if any,
will be found to be unstable but the checks will provide
reassurance that the ones that are already leaning are
not in fact going to fall over.
For further information about the safety checks, please
contact the Parish Clerk, Geoffrey Ferres, on 07419
991623

As soon as we have any further news, the Parish Council
will update the village.

Geoffrey Ferres, Parish Clerk

Dr Christine Madsen
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Update on Parish Woodland
Sam Riley from the Forestry Commission inspected our
woodland in January. In his words ‘The trees are
thriving’ and ‘One of the best 8 year old woodlands I
have seen’.
Thank you to everyone involved in achieving this over
the years. Recently volunteers from the parish, and
Andy
Gunn
and
volunteers
from
BBOWT
(Buckinghamshire, Berkshire and Oxfordshire Wildlife
Trust), have done sterling work in horrible wintry
conditions, clearing brambles from around the
struggling saplings.

Some of this has been cleared – removing the rest would
help them do well this year. As the trees grow and form
a canopy the need for clearing underneath will diminish
– ragwort was much less last year than in 2015.
Be prepared, please to volunteer for an undergrowth
clearing picnic in the spring.
There is a boggy area on the north-west corner of the
wood. Here are bulrushes and a host of other wet-loving
plants, the names of which I have forgotten or never
knew. All year the rushes stand impressive and magical.
Nearby is Clive’s bench, to sit and rest and enjoy the
view over Oxford.

The Parish Council have also employed a gardener, Tyff,
who has removed more brambles and cut back the
overgrown hedge on the path at the side of the wood.

It has been suggested that a bridge or walkway over this
area would make walking easier towards the Hinksey
Heights footpath.

In the centre of the wood the saplings have not thrived
and some may have perished. This could be due in some
cases to ash dieback, in others to damage caused by
nibbling deer and/or rabbits. Andy Gunn and Sam Riley
advise waiting until spring to see which sprout and
which are dead. Crab apple and hazel could fill any gaps:
they have beautiful blossom in spring, followed by fruits
in the autumn providing food for insects, butterflies,
bees, birds and other wildlife.

Do visit our woodland and see how it is coming on.
Maggie Rawcliffe

VILLAGE CHRISTMAS PARTY
Last year’s Christmas Party, once again held at the
Village Hall, was a great success. Father Christmas made
a welcome visit, bearing gifts for all the children. The
Donkey House Band played carols and the singing was in
great form.

Before

After

Grassy undergrowth, and new brambles in the area we
cleared last year, are also competing with the saplings.
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penitence and humility. The famous hymn reminds us
that Lent lasts for forty days and forty nights, recalling
the time that Jesus was tempted out in the wilderness.
During Lent we mark the time in three distinct ways Prayer, Fasting and Charity. We might try and make
more time to pray and meditate, to give up some form
of food or a meal, and to give to charity or help a
neighbour. These small things help us to focus on our
relationship with God, the source of all life.
Forty days and forty nights
Thou wast fasting in the wild,
Forty days and forty nights
Tempted and yet undefiled.
Keep, O keep us, Saviour dear,
Ever constant by thy side,
That with thee we may appear
At the eternal Eastertide.
Advance notice of … Easter!
Easter Eucharist at St Laurence at 9.15am on Sunday 16th
April 2017, followed by an Easter Egg hunt for children.
Service Programme
You will see below the current programme of services at
St Laurence.
Best wishes
Fr James Wilkinson and Fr Ben Drury
Parish Church of St Laurence, South Hinksey
Sunday Services - the pattern is usually the first and
third Sundays of the month.

ST LAURENCE CHURCH
Lent
The 1st of March this year marks the first day of Lent
with Ash Wednesday. On this day Christians mark their
foreheads with ash in the form of a cross as an act of

Calendar to April 2017
Sun 19th March Lent 3 Eucharist at 9.15am
+ Lent 2017 +
Ash Wednesday – 1st March, the first day of Lent
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6.30pm – Confessions

Confessions

7.00pm – Solemn Mass with the Imposition of Ashes
Preachers on Sundays at the 10.30am Parish Mass

Fr James/Fr Ben will be available to hear confessions in
St John’s on Saturdays during Lent at 5.30pm or by
appointment.

Sunday 5th March – Lent 1 The Rev’d Benjamin Drury

Fr James Wilkinson

Sunday 12th March Lent 2 The Rev’d Darren Smith,
General Secretary, Additional Curates Society

MINI FESTIVAL

Sunday 19th March – Lent 3 The Rev’d Richard Smail
Sunday 26th March – Lent 4 (Mothering Sunday) The
Rev’d James Wilkinson
Sunday 2nd April – Lent 5 The Rev’d Dr Andrew Moore
Course - Loves Redeeming Work is Done, led by Fr
Benjamin Drury
6.30pm Talk and discussion in the Sacristy at St John’s
7.45pm Night Prayer and Benediction in the Lady Chapel
o

Monday 6th March
The Last Supper
Passover and Eucharist

Rachael Marsden is aiming to cycle from London to Paris
in July. This is in aid of Motor Neurone Disease. She feels
that she has asked her family and friends all too often to
contribute to her fund-raising recently, so tried to think
of an alternative way of rasing money, but also having
fun at the same time. Hence she and Bob came up with
the idea of holding a mini festival in their garden. They
have been granted a temporary events licence, so all set
to go for the 17th June!
For the last 15 years Rachael has been the MND
Advanced Nurse Practitioner and Care Centre
Coordinator at the Oxford MND Care and Research
Centre based at the John Radcliffe Hospital.
A few facts about Motor Neurone Disease (MND)

o

Monday 13th March
Atonement

Crucixion: The Cross and

o

MND is a fatal, rapidly progressing disease that
affects the brain and spinal cord

o

Monday 20th March
Vanquished

Holy Saturday: Hell is

o

o

Thursday 30th March

Resurrection

It attacks the nerves that control movement so
muscles no longer work. MND does not usually
affect the senses (sight, sound and feeling)

o

It can leave people locked in a failing body,
unable to move, talk and eventually breathe.

o

It affects people from all communities

o

Some people may experience changes in
thinking and behaviour, with a proportion
experiencing a rare form of dementia.

o

It kills a third of people within a year and more
than half within two years of diagnosis

o

Six people per day are diagnosed with MND in
the UK

Healing Mass
Wednesday 29th March at 6.30pm
Stations of the Cross
th

Wednesday 15 March at 6.30pm
Sunday 2nd April at 6.00pm
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o

It affects up to 5,000 adults in the UK at any one
time.

o

It kills six people per day in the UK, just under
2,200 per year.

o

It has NO CURE

That is why we need to fund research into this
devastating disease.

Forthcoming events in the
village
Apart from the Marsden’s mini festival we have a few
things to look forward to this year. The Summer fete on
10th September, the Halloween party, date TBC and the
Christmas Extravaganza on 16th December. More
information will be available in due course.

Please save the date in your diaries. Rachael will be
sending out more details nearer the time.

Burial Ground Wildflower
Meadow
There’s nothing much to see in the wildflower meadow
just now of course. But before too long there will be
Cowslips and look too, probably from early May, for the
dainty (and much rarer) Meadow Saxifrage - the easiest
clump to find is just to the right of the path to the tap.

‘In aid of Parkinsons UK’

Meadow Saxifrage
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