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Save the date: Community Party in June – see inside

Woodland News
Woodland workparty
The woodland can be reached via the Hinksey Heights footpath. On the north-west side of
the woodland, however, the ground can be very boggy, and it’s been suggested that a
walkway over this area would improve and encourage access. The Parish Council will
consider this.

The scheme
The proposal for a woodland to be planted on Parish Council land, first mooted in 2003,
received great support and in 2005 was included in the Parish Plan. The project was
inspired and led by Clive Briffett, a member of both the Friends of South Hinksey (FoSH)
steering committee and the Parish Council. He secured grants from the Trust for
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Oxfordshire’s Environment and the Forestry Commission. The woodland was planted in
2008, and the finances were managed by the Parish Council. Initially, Clive looked after the
running of the woodland but sadly he died in 2011. The Parish Council, with help and
guidance from Prof Riki Therivel from North Hinksey and Oxford Brookes University, has
carried on his work.

Thanks
Volunteers from the parish have contributed to the maintenance; early on weeding and restaking the saplings, later removing the stakes and protective collars. They helped too with
the important but tedious and hard job of pulling ragweed. People on Community Service
have helped with various tasks. Sany Nahhas has regularly mown the paths and around the
trees, keeping weeds down and making for easier walking. Riki continues to give invaluable
advice and support.

State of play
Geoffrey Ferres, our Clerk, Riki and I reviewed the woodland. It is flourishing - no longer
rows of saplings but proper little trees. The branches are covered in fat buds, ready and
waiting for spring.

Next steps
Not only are the trees flourishing but also the brambles! In the growing battle the brambles
would win and throttle the small trees, so they need to be cut back. No surprise then, I shall
be putting out the call for a volunteer bramble cutting party, to include drinks and cakes.
Bramble cutting will not be necessary once the trees have, with our help, reached a certain
height. Ash trees were included in the initial planting. Because of ash die-back they need to
be removed and will be replaced by crab apples and hazel trees. In a further 5-8 years the
wood will need to be thinned, removing the weakest trees. In the meantime, do visit the
woodland and see how it’s coming on.
Maggie Rawcliffe, Chair, South Hinksey Parish Council

Out and about

Seen on the Devil’s Backbone on one of the
few frosty mornings this year
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Temporary Flood Barriers

Lightweight barriers, similar in style to those that
could be used in South Hinksey.
Above: Osney Island temporary flood barrier
Right: Hinksey Lake temporary flood barrier

The Environment Agency has now completed outline design for temporary barrier enabling
works in South Hinksey and will soon apply for planning permission and flood defence
consent. While we wait for these approvals we will work on detailed design with the aim of
starting on site in the spring of this year, with works funded by Vale of White Horse District
Council. The proposed works include sections of permanent defence as well as alterations
to fencing and gates to allow temporary flood barriers to be installed. We’ll be in touch
with the relevant property owners and land users during this process to finalise details and
arrange convenient times for work to take place.
Please be aware that as is the case for many locations throughout the country, the national
stock of temporary barriers are allocated where they will offer the greatest benefit at that
time. This means we cannot guarantee that South Hinksey will always receive barrier during
a flood, although the proposed works would make it much more likely. It is therefore
important that residents of properties at risk continue to maintain or develop their own
flood response plans and property level protection. There could also be situations when the
flood level is so high that the temporary defence would be overtopped, meaning it would
not prevent flooding. To reduce the risk of this happening the top of the barrier will be
higher than any flood that has occurred in the village since the year 2000.
I would like to offer thanks to all those who have given their time and knowledge to the
development of the project so far. If you would like to discuss any aspect of the project I
can be contacted by email at magnus.williams@environment-agency.gov.uk or by telephone
on 01189 535436.
Magnus Williams, Asset Performance, Environment Agency
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New Native Hedge in the Burial Ground
The Leylandii on the boundary of the burial
ground have been felled, and replaced with a
native, mixed, conservation hedge. There
were two important reasons these huge
trees had to be removed. The roots were
starting to disrupt the graves, and there was
a real danger the trees could be blown over,
damaging many graves. This would have been
both upsetting and expensive to repair.
Because the Leylandii were so close to the
graves, work had to be carried out from the
adjoining field. The owner of this field, Ms
Carol Colclough, kindly gave permission for
access.

Going, going….
…gone
Simon Ringrose, a local tree surgeon undertook the
work in early February. A new fence was erected, a
trench dug, filled with compost and a layer of good
top soil and hedging whips planted about five per
metre. The whips will become a small hedge in
about three years.
Things are going to look very different for a time
but the silver lining is that instead of the huge,
dark, dusty, overpowering, and barren Leylandii,
there will grow a rich habitat for insects, birds and
butterflies, and a more pleasant and interesting
place for visitors.

Wildflower meadow
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It has been so muddy that you may not have walked through the burial ground lately. If you
have done, you will have seen the snowdrops flowering at the side of the path. They are a bit
later than the ones in the churchyard, but they are establishing themselves and doing well.
If you look more closely you will see the leaves of the cowslips coming through, dotted
around the meadow. In the churchyard the crocuses are in bloom, as are some daffodils.
There is a lot still to come. The area will get more sun when the leylandii have been
removed. Come and enjoy this quiet space. Thanks to Peter Rawcliffe for all the effort he has
put in to getting it established.
Linda slater

Railway bridge petition – please sign!
A new online petition has been launched to ask that ramps should be installed as part of the
work to raise the bridge. The local MPs are very supportive. Details have been circulated
on Shinfo. If you have not yet signed please do so; it takes two minutes! And please share
the link with friends and family. We are aiming for 1000 signatures at least and we still
have a long way to go.
http://www.thepetitionsite.com/563/822/097/make-our-bridge-safe-and-accessible-foreveryone/
Linda Slater

Work on the line: Hinksey flood alleviation
Network Rail will be carrying out work to raise the level of the track and install a culvert to
help divert flood water away from the line. Preparatory work will take place on Sundays
starting at the end of February. On July 30 the line between Oxford and Didcot will be
closed for 16 days. There will be a replacement bus service.

Village Hall
Change of status to CIO (Charitable Incorporated Organisation)
Almost exactly two years after we began the process, it looks as if the end may just be in
sight. We have been held up by one snag after another, mainly legal niceties to do with the
ownership of the Hall and its transfer from the Parish Council as trustees to the Village Hall
Management Committee.
We have a brand new constitution, which has been accepted by the Charities
Commission. The “new charity” already exists and we will be ready to go as soon as the
final documents are signed. It’s been a long process, but we hope that it will secure the
village hall for many years to come. Watch this space!
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Parish Church of St Laurence, South Hinksey
From Fr James Wilkinson, the Vicar

Sunday Services
The pattern is usually the first and third Sundays of the month.

February to April 2016
Eucharist at 9.15am
Sun 7th Feb

1st before Lent

Sun 21st Feb

Lent 2

Sun 6th March

Lent 4

Sun 27th March

Easter Sunday

Sun 3rd April

Low Sunday

Sun 17th April

4th of Easter

Candlemas
2nd February marks the feast of the Presentation of the Lord in the temple forty days after
Jesus’ birth. It is a time of joy that begins with the words of Simeon the old man in the
temple as he proclaims on seeing Jesus Christ,
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace according to thy word.
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation,
Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people;
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles and to be the glory of thy people Israel.

We proclaim Jesus as this light in these words used at Evensong or Compline day by day.
But then we turn from Christmas towards Lent. This began on Ash Wednesday 10 th
February 2016.

Advance notice of… Easter!
Easter Eucharist at St Laurence at 9.15am on Sunday 27th March 2016, followed by an Easter
Egg hunt for children. Remember the clocks go forward during the night before!
Best wishes, Fr James Wilkinson
frjwilkinson@gmail.com

01865 245879

www.acny.org.uk/468
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Kennington Health Centre
If anybody would still like to have a flu vaccination please contact our reception team to
make an appointment.
Did you know you may be eligible for a free Health Check on the NHS?
If you are aged between 40-74 speak to one of the reception team who will be happy to
make an appointment for you.
Have you had your blood pressure checked in the last year?
Please feel free to come in and use our self-service blood pressure machine which is
situated in the far end of the waiting room. It is available from 8.30am - 6.30pm.

VIP Diary Date
National Celebration for
Her Majesty the Queen’s 90th Birthday

South Hinksey Community Party
ALL WELCOME
Sunday 12th June Street Party in Manor Road
Details nearer the time

Things to do
Barracks Lane community garden project
Pruning workshop with expert Chris from Waterperry
gardens
Learn how to prune your fruit trees with simple
guidelines from Chris. Suitable for beginners and more
experienced gardeners who want to refresh their
skills. Chris is an expert. He has been orchard
manager at Waterperry Gardens for many years and
knows all you will ever need to know about pruning
your fruit trees.
Saturday 5th March 10am to 12 noon. £15 per
person. To book
email: barrackslanegarden@yahoo.co.uk or download
a form from the website.
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Nettlefest and seed swap
On Saturday 19th March we are celebrating the
wonderful resource that is the nettle and exploring its
many uses. Learn more about this amazing plant,
make nettle soup over an open fire, drink nettle tea,
make rope from plant fiber, find out how and why
nettle patches are wonderful things for wildlife. We
are combining our Nettlefest with our annual seed
swap, an opportunity to share seeds, get tips on
propagation and get ready to grow!
The Nature Effect will be running Creative Nature
felting workshops making animals and eggs for
Easter.
All welcome. Suggested donation of £5 per household
to support our wonderful community garden.
Saturday 19th March 11am - 4pm

South Hinksey Open Air Pool
This gem of the 1930s will be opening in the Spring – check here for details: http://www.fusionlifestyle.com/centres/Hinksey_Outdoor_Pool/home

Shinfo
If you receive the Echo by email, you are almost certainly on the circulation list for Shinfo
(South Hinksey Information Network). This has been functioning for ten years now- it came
out of the Parish Plan which was completed in 2006. It has nothing to do with the Parish
Council or any other organisation. The purpose was to improve communication within a
parish split in half by the infamous A34. Please do feel free to use it. It is not for a selfselected group. All you have to do is email your message to: shinfo.linda@gmail.com. I do
not see myself as an editor and will circulate messages from any individual living within the
civil parish of South Hinksey. I do not accept political or religious propaganda, advertising
from a company outside the Parish or messages that are personally abusive to any named
individual.
Linda Slater

South Hinksey Cryptic Crossword
Sheridan Edward, our former Parish Clerk, has composed a cryptic crossword for the South
Hinksey Echo. Unfortunately it has been squeezed out this time round because space
restrictions meant that the print would have been too small to enjoy. It will, I promise,
take pride of place in the next edition.
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