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News
Celebrating the Queen’s 90th Birthday
Despite the Traditional English Weather the Royal Occasion was well and truly celebrated,
with a barbecue on the Hill on the Saturday and a “street” party in the village the next day.
Some people even managed to attend both!
Hill
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Around 80 South Hinksey parishioners braved the occasional shower on Hinksey Hill to
enjoy a wonderful afternoon of tasty food and relaxed conversation to celebrate the
Queen’s 90th birthday. Everyone who attended agreed how good it was to get to know
their neighbours better and huge thanks are due to everyone who worked so hard
barbecuing, making puddings and helping on the afternoon to make it a great
success Someone suggested it should be an annual event!
Liz le Fevre

Village
It was raining hard when we were scheduled to begin, so instead of a street party we moved
between the street, the village hall and the old pub car park. It worked out very well, with a
bring-and share- picnic, quiz, children’s races and of course the Donkey House Band. Thank
you very much to all the helpers and especially to Polly and Nadeen for all the superefficient organisation
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Donkey House Concert

It seems a long time ago now, but those who were present back in March at the Donkey
House Band’s concert in St Laurence Church enjoyed a wonderful concert given by the
band in aid of the Parkinson’s Society.

Out and about
Hinksey Outdoor Pool
The pool is now open for the summer season
Opening times:
July 1st- Aug 28th 07.00-20.00 (closed for cleaning 9.30-10.00)
August 29th-Sept 19th 7.00-19.00 (closed for cleaning 9.30-10.00)
Price for day £6.00. Concessions for under 17s, over 60s and students £4. Early morning is
cheaper. Season tickets are available.
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Wildflower meadow
The meadow continues to thrive, although you have to look hard for some of the flowers
beneath the tall grass. Red campion has spread into large clumps at the far end, down by the
millennium yew. If you haven’t been in there recently – the ground has certainly been wet
enough to deter visitors- do go and have a look.

Village Hall
Change of status to CIO (Charitable Incorporated Organisation)
We’ve finally made it! After two years of hard work and more hard work, frustration and
revision the new charity came into existence on 1st April. This makes no difference at all to
the way the hall is used, but does guarantee its legal status, we hope in perpetuity!

Archive
The Village Hall management committee
were holding a lot of old documents
concerning, among other things, the
Village Hall, Friends of South Hinksey and
the Parish Council. We have deposited
them with the Oxfordshire History
Archive, where anyone researching local
history can ask to see them.
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Parish Church of St Laurence, South Hinksey
Fr Benjamin Drury
Fr Ben has been working with us as assistant curate since Easter and is already getting
involved in the lives of South Hinksey and New Hinksey residents. Do say hello if you see
him out and about and if you know someone who is ill or housebound and they would like a
visit do let us know.
Paths
We are hoping to renew the paths through the churchyard and burial ground at the church
over the next few months. Quotes have been sought and we are applying to the Parish
Council and Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust for grants. Whilst the paths will be
expensive, it is essential to have good disabled access as far as possible with an ancient
building. Do be in touch if you would like to make a donation towards these works or for
more information.
Coffee Morning
Saturday 30th July 2016 between 10.00am and 12 noon will see a coffee morning at St
Laurence with hot drinks and cakes. Do come along to see the church, ask questions and
have a chat. All are very welcome!
St Laurence Sunday
Festival Eucharist at St Laurence at 11.00am on Sunday 7 th August 2016. The celebrant and
preacher will be The Rt Revd. the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. This will be followed by a bring and
share lunch back at the Vicarage in New Hinksey.
A prayer for use before bed,
Be present, O merciful God, and protect us through the silent hours of this night, so that we
who are wearied by the changes and chances of this life may rest in your eternal
changelessness; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
Fr James Wilkinsonfrjwilkinson@gmail.com 01865 245879T

The current programme of services at St Laurence.
Sunday 3 July
Sixth after Trinity
Sunday 10 July
Seventh after Trinity
Sunday 17July
Eighth after Trinity
Sunday 24 July
Ninth after Trinity
Sunday 31July
Tenth after Trinity

Parish Eucharist with hymns 9:15am

Parish Eucharist with hymns 9:15am
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Mobile Library
The mobile library service in Oxfordshire will cease to operate in September. This decision
was taken in February following extensive public consultation on proposals to make huge
financial savings across all county council services. As a result of reductions in the money
Council receives from central Government and rising demand for essential services such as
social care for vulnerable adults and children, they have to save £361million between 2010
and 2018.The last mobile round begins on Monday 5th September and the final day of the
service will be Friday 16th September.
There are of course alternative ways of accessing the Library Service, but we will be sad to
lose our mobile van and its friendly driver. It has been a godsend especially to parents with
young children at home, who have been able to pop out to the mobile on alternate
Wednesday mornings to stock up on books for the children and themselves.

Flooding
Network Rail
The Network Rail plans for track raising in our area, and installation of new, compensatory,
culverts under the track have been approved by the planning authority, Oxford City Council.
The Oxford Flood Alliance took a very active role in scrutinising the planning application with
the direct result that two revisions of the key Flood Risk Assessment were submitted before
we accepted it was fit for purpose. According to the model, the net effect of the works on
South Hinksey can be summarised as:
1. We will experience slightly lower flood depths during events of the type we have
experienced in recent years, up to and including early 2014.
2. Although there are very marginal increases in flood depth in the deepest floods
(sometimes described as 1 in 100 events) these increases were of no practical
significance compared to the total depths, and importantly no houses would flood
that would not already have flooded.
Works on this scale are highly complicated to plan and given our expertise was limited, we
felt our role was to ensure that any effects on the nearby communities were properly
understood so that the planning authority would be fully informed when deciding whether
or not to approve the scheme.
We maintained an open dialogue with both Network Rail and the planning authority and
were happy to leave the final decision to the latter. We are not unhappy with their decision,
based as it finally was on what we felt was a technically satisfactory assessment.
We should see work start soon.
We are also mindful of (a) the local temporary barrier scheme and (b) what is very likely to
follow in the Oxford Flood Alleviation Scheme.
Local barriers
The plans for local groundworks have been approved by the Vale planners. The process is
now under way for getting these works done. Expect to see activity over the next few
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weeks/months. Once the groundworks are complete we are in a position to be protected by
temporary barriers should flooding threaten. As long promised, the village volunteer team
will be trained to help erect the barriers.
When in place, the village should have protection from a repeat of all the recent flood
events, i.e. up to 100mm – 150mm (4” – 6”) above the level of the January 2014 flooding.
What is being done in this project is being integrated as far as possible with what may follow
as part of the wider Oxford Flood Alleviation Scheme, to avoid wastage.
It must be mentioned, yet again, that the village is not guaranteed barriers in a flood, but it
does seem, once the preparatory works are done, extremely likely they would be provided.

Oxford Flood Alleviation Scheme
This is proceeding to schedule. By the time this appears in print the proposed route will
have been made public. More can be seen here:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/oxford-flood-risk-managementscheme/oxford-and-abingdon-reducing-flood-risk and follow the YouTube links.
Three points:
1. South Hinksey will have its own permanent bund which will provide protection at least
to the level of the temporary one referred to above.
2. The modelling and analysis completed so far has shown that the scheme can be reduced
in size but provide the same benefit: the new channel now stops just after the SouthernBy-Pass, A423, near Kennington. The sections mooted earlier below that and on to
Sandford are now thought to be unnecessary. This reduction in work and (expensive)
spoil removal would be expected to bring the cost down significantly, though figures are
not yet available.
3. There are real signs that the views of local people have been taken into account - your
comments really have helped to shape Oxford's flood defence.
Outline plans come next, followed by detailed plans which will be presented to the public in
Spring next year. All being well, construction will begin in Spring 2018.
Wildlife
The Oxford Flood Alliance is working with local environmental groups: it is important that
we use this opportunity to get as much enhancement of habitat as possible as part of the
scheme. The area is already rich in freshwater wildlife - we co-hosted a meeting on 29 June
with the Freshwater Habitats Trust when Jeremy Biggs, Director of the Trust, spoke on
'Oxford and the Thames: a national hotspot for freshwater wildlife’. See
https://oxfordfloodalliance.org.uk/2016/07/01/oxford-and-the-thames-a-national-hotspotfor-freshwater-wildlife/
If you want to discuss any of this, or anything else about flooding, please ask either of us.
Peter Rawcliffe & Adrian Porter
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Very many thanks to Sheridan Edward, our former Parish Clerk, for this brain-exercise. I’m
no good at crosswords but Sheridan has given me the answers. There will be a box of chocs
for the first person to get the completed crossword to me after September 1st.
Linda
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