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Events
Weather Stories
On the Hill
The Villagers may have their floods, but up here on the Hill we have a whole road splitting in
two. The Oxford Road to Abingdon (The Bagley Wood road) has been closed since before
Christmas because of a landslide. Apparently the incessant rain has undermined the
foundations. The problem is getting worse and the road is likely to remain closed for some
months. The closure has had a big impact on the lives of those living on the Hill, especially
as it is now closed to pedestrians as well as traffic. It is said that the subsidence is
spectacular, though Caroline Martin reported, at the beginning of the new school term:
“The road closure actually seems to have reduced rush hour traffic! It is difficult to compare
because the traffic was so bad with the flooding before Christmas and before that with all
the road works in Oxford, but in general I would say that people are finding alternative
routes rather than using the detour and coming down the hill. It is also only the first week
back and it may build next week but generally I would say things are better.”
In the Village
Well, for us it has been more of the same. The bottom of the village flooded in November,
with raw sewage ending up in people’s gardens. Our MP, Nicola Blackwood, organized a
post-flood meeting in the Village Hall, where feelings were running high. Thames Water did
attend and perhaps some good has come from the meeting. Certainly the intention is to
keep up the pressure on Thames Water
Then at Christmas the water rose across the flood plain, again reaching the houses at the
bottom of the village.
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After the rain came the snow, which was at least pretty....

…and as I write this more heavy rain is threatened.

Parish Councillors will be meeting with representatives from the Vale of White Horse and
Oxfordshire County Council to discuss formulating a Parish Plan for emergencies, including
snow, and the possibility of establishing a central store for such necessities as sandbags and
grit.
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Local events

Twelfth Night Party
Christmas 2012 saw a break with tradition. Because of the floods no one was in the mood
to kick off the festive season as usual with the Christmas Extravaganza. Instead the season
was rounded off with a 12th Night Jamboree in the Village Hall.
The fairy lights twinkled, the legendary Donkey House Band played, the bar was opened,
and the scene set for a fantastic party. Folk arrived bearing plates of food - and babies;
children and toddlers of all ages helped arrange food, drank drinks and ate sweets. Soon the
party was in full swing, even without Father Christmas. When the Donkey House Band
finished playing, the partygoers turned to a more disco-type revelling.
Who knows, perhaps a new South Hinksey tradition has been started

Village Hall
The Hall is doing well lately, with most of its new “outside” bookings coming through the
website. We do try to make sure that the hall is available to Parishioners, but we need
these outside bookings for financial reasons. One result of this is that the bookings can get
quite congested, particularly at weekends. If you know that you need the hall for a
particular date, do try to book early to avoid disappointment.

South Hinksey Parish Council
Councillors
We would like to thank former councillor Sandra Bingham for all her work on the Council.
The Council is pleased to welcome two new councillors, Christine Chater and Matthew
Frohn.
Finance / precept
The Council’s budgeted expenditure is on target for the year, and the Council has already
exceeded its projected income. The Council has agreed its budget for 2013/14 and the
precept has been set at £7045, which equates to c. £39 of the Council Tax for a Band D
property.
Hinksey Hill traffic
The Council, and especially Cllr. Liz LeFevre, have continued to campaign for improved
safety along Hinksey Hill. The anti-skid surface at the top of Hinksey Hill is due to be
replaced. It is planned to cut back the hedgerows that are encroaching onto the footpath
along the road.
The police are carrying out regular monitoring of traffic speed along the road, and are
setting up a Community Speed Watch scheme which will record any speeding and warn
offenders. Traffic officers will be informed of repeat offenders.
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Railway footbridge
The Council has been supporting the campaign for a ramp on the planned replacement
footbridge over the railway line. The Council would like to thank all parishioners who have
supported the campaign, especially Peter Rawcliffe for his hard work and effort.
Snow / Flooding
The Council would like to thank all those who have helped other parishioners during the
recent adverse weather, especially those who’ve helped to keep the roads and paths clear
and gritted during the recent snow. If you notice that any grit bin levels are low ,please
contact the Parish Clerk (details below) who will arrange for them to be refilled.
The Parish Council meets on the first Monday of the month at 7pm in the Village Hall. All
parishioners are welcome to attend and raise any issues that they would like the Council to
consider. Minutes and agendas for Council meetings are circulated on Shinfo and are
available from the website: www.southhinksey.org. For more information, or to discuss any
of the issues above, please contact the Clerk, Sheridan Edward, on 07720 052572 or
parishcouncil@southhinksey.org.

More Flooding News

Those of us who use the Devil’s Backbone as our way into Oxford came across this bright
blue temporary flood defence on the far side of Hinksey Lake. It seems to have done its job,
as properties in Lake Street were not flooded this time round. Personally I found it just a
little too high to step comfortably across, though quite passable if someone held my hand.
It was, in fact, possible to simply walk round the barrier by following it round to its end
beyond the Doctors’ Surgery. Matthew Frohn has written to the Environment Agency on
behalf of the Parish Council asking if they could provide a ramp to help us get across.
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River Flooding
Possible flood bund around the village
•
Still on the cards, but far from a done deal.
•

We have the goodwill of two key authorities involved.

•

The initial urgency was to assess how much financial support the community might
give before a meeting deadline: we passed that test (so far).

Unknowns to be resolved next:
•

Parish Council powers to be clarified (includes, maybe, community contributing by
maintaining a bund).

•

Soil / gravel stability - test pits would be needed early to assess this - would determine
whether trenching would work or whether piling would be necessary. The former
would be much cheaper.

•

Need for compensatory storage (or not) - would greatly affect cost. At the moment is
required by DEFRA for permanent bunds, not for temporary ones - irrational and being
debated at national level. Hopefully will not be necessary.

Designs would of course take account of sewer flooding (so it is not trapped within the
bund!) and existing watercourses.
No decisions taken yet. Once things are clearer, and if a decision is reached to proceed
further, there will be public meetings, consultation, displays etc.
Munday’s bridge, Kennington
I assume interested readers are familiar with this by now, it’s been going on long enough, so
just a quick update. [For a reminder go to
http://www.oxfordfloodalliance.org.uk/page63a.html and download the Munday’s
Underbridge pdf.]
‘Negotiations’ are still going on between Network Rail and Thames Water. There are issues
surrounding transfer of land and riparian rights, and of line closure. It’ll not be productive to
assign blame here, so I won’t, I’ll just say we are doing all we can to move things along. Both
Oxford MPs are involved as well. It will be done, it’s just when.
The wider picture
You can see a summary of OFA’s latest proposals at
http://www.oxfordfloodalliance.org.uk/page100.html - six of the ten are relevant to the
village. If anyone is interested in more detail I can send the full document. These proposals
are being assessed by consultants for the Environment Agency and we meet to hear their
report in March/April.
Peter Rawcliffe Tel: 735288
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A34 maintenance
Despite hold-ups caused by bad weather, the Highways Authority seems to be getting on
with work on the A34.
First there was some resurfacing in July, carrying out maintenance work to lay anti-skid
surfacing and renew the lane markings on the northbound exit slip-road at the Hinksey Hill
Interchange. This surfacing material aims to improve road user safety by increasing skid
resistance.
Next we had a letter about maintenance to culverts, and now:
“I am writing to inform you that the Highways Agency will be carrying out maintenance
work to address surface defects (cracks and rutting) on the north and southbound
carriageways of the A34 at South Hinksey. This is additional maintenance work to the
resurfacing scheme which was recently undertaken.”
The work is being done at night. Up till now, it doesn’t seem to have been too noisy.

The Sloppy Gardener
Not much to report here!

Wildflowers in the Burial Ground
A disappointing year. Endless rain did no favours at all to the wild flowers. We hope for
better this year. Snowdrops are already in flower in the churchyard but there’s no sign of
the many painstakingly planted alongside the path in the burial ground. I think they are a
later-blooming variety and will be with us soon. Keep your eyes open for them. There
should also be a lot of cowslips in the area behind the bench that faces the burial plots.
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News From Kennington Health Centre
It is still not too late to get a flu jab. Patients who have long-term conditions such as
diabetes and asthma are entitled to a free jab. Please contact the practice and book your
appointment now - or speak to your GP or the nurse when you next visit.
Electronic prescribing is now with us. This is not a big bang change and not everyone will
use it all of the time. Over the next few months we will look at switching some patients to
this system. It will save you time and effort and reduce mistakes. Please do not worry
about this. Your GP will explain the process to you if we believe it is the best option for
you. You can also ask for more information at any pharmacy.
The Health Centre has a new website: http://www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk/ and
feedback is positive. Many people are now using the on-line prescription ordering service to
good effect, and you can now cancel appointments that are no longer needed via the
website too.
I am often asked why doctors are running late. While we would like to be on time every day
the doctors sometimes feel that a patient may need more time to deal with a particularly
complex problem. This may include calling someone at the hospital for advice or
completing paperwork. The doctors are also sometimes called upon to deal with an
emergency. All patients would like to feel that they are being looked after in an appropriate
manner - we could not do this if we were always watching the clock. Please be patient
when we are running late - one day it may be you that requires a little extra time from a GP.
Dave Dixon, Practice Manager

Proposed “Pop Up” Restaurant in Village Hall
Hello South Hinksey! My name is Pippa Hamwee and I’ve just moved to the village, next to
the village hall. You may have seen me to-ing and fro-ing with my many (5) lovely kids. What
with the hassle of moving, Christmas, floods etc I have not had a chance to meet many of
you yet, but looking forward to doing so soon.
Yesterday I went to the village hall for the first time. My stepmother was holding a
meditation day there and I made a big soup for their lunch. It s such a lovely space it left me
with an idea that I’d like to check out with you all.
Due to the lack of communal eating /drinking space in the village I thought of hosting a
regular ‘pop up’ restaurant in the village hall. I have 16 years of catering experience and I
believe in food as an important part of community. You can read more about me at
http://peasantcookoxford.webeden.co.uk/ (under construction!).
I would offer a simple menu using local organic ingredients. I d love to know your thoughts
on whether you would enjoy this… I was thinking around £10 a head, 2 courses, bring your
own wine. Re kids I thought we could have 2 sittings, an early family-centred one and a later
quieter one, or I could offer my living room (next to hall), 2 teenage girls (very experienced
and great with kids), DVDs and home made pizza, while you enjoy your meal next door.
Anyway please do let me know what you think…. Or for any other reason e mail me at
pippahamwee@hotmail.com
7

Historical Hinksey
The following is an extract from Oscar Wilde’s Art and the Handicraftsman (published in
Essays, 1879):
(Ruskin) thought, he said, that we should be working at something that would do good to
other people, at something by which we might show that in all labour there was something
noble. Well, we were a good deal moved, and said we would do anything he wished. So he
went out round Oxford and found two villages, Upper and Lower Hinksey, and between them
there lay a great swamp, so that the villagers could not pass from one to the other without
many miles of a round. And when we came back in winter he asked us to help him to make a
road across this morass for these village people to use. So out we went, day after day, and
learned how to lay levels and to break stones, and to wheel barrows along a plank—a very
difficult thing to do. And Ruskin worked with us in the mist and rain and mud of an Oxford
winter, and our friends and our enemies came out and mocked us from the bank. We did not
mind it much then, and we did not mind it afterwards at all, but worked away for two
months at our road. And what became of the road? Well, like a bad lecture it ended
abruptly—in the middle of the swamp. ....When we came back for the next term there was
no leader, and the 'diggers', as they called us, fell asunder.
[All I have to do at the moment is to look out of my window in Manor Road across the fieldsand the “great swamp” is still there! - Ed.]
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