
VoWHDC Community Governance Review consultation: deadline 
midnight, Tuesday 31st January 2017 

Assessment criteria 

The factors that VoWHDC will take into account in making decisions are 
listed as follows: 

 Natural or man-made boundaries that help to define clearly one 
community from another 

 Housing developments that straddle parish boundaries, thereby 
resulting in people being in different parishes from their neighbours 

 Effective and convenient representation of local residents at parish 
level 

 The wards of Vale of White Horse District Council for the purposes of 
district council elections 

 The divisions of Oxfordshire County Council for the purposes of 
county council elections 

 Views expressed in relation to any changes, particularly from those 
people directly affected 

 The extent to which proposals reflect the identities and interests of 
the affected community 

 The size and population of the local community. 

The South Hinksey changes 

I write as parish clerk of South Hinksey on the Council’s behalf. 

The great majority of residents of the parish of South Hinksey may be 
said to live in one of two concentrations: 

 The village of South Hinksey, which lies between the A34 and the 
railway connecting Oxford with Didcot 

 The Hinksey Hill area, consisting of the road named Hinksey Hill and 
several side streets. 

In reality there is not much difference between the number of residents 
in the two areas. Their character is, however, very different as the 
Council explained in its letter requesting the review. 

The members of South Hinksey Parish Council have for some time been 
exercised with the aim of making the Council truly representative of the 
whole parish. 

In 2016, for example, when discussing how best to celebrate Her 
Majesty the Queen’s 90th birthday, the Council finally decided the most 
effective way to involve the greatest number of residents in the 
celebrations would be to organise not one but two events on different 



days of the same weekend: one in the village and one on the hill. Both 
were very successful and well supported. 

There have been past periods when all the members of the Council have 
come from the village or when only one of the five members has come 
from the hill. The present situation where the majority of the five 
members come from the hill is thought to be unprecedented. 

The Council believes the ideal solution to the challenge presented by the 
parish’s two different areas is to ensure the two areas are allocated an 
equal number of councillors to be elected from two separate wards 
within the one parish. This proposal, we believe, would: 

 Provide more effective and convenient representation of residents at 
parish level than the current arrangement 

 Better reflect the identities and interests of the two distinct groups of 
residents in the parish. 

It would also address the Council’s belief that its work would be 
strengthened by an increase in membership from five councillors to six.  

If the parish were divided into two wards, each could elect three 
councillors providing both the balance we seek and the increase in 
membership, needed for the reasons the Council set out in its letter 
requesting the review. 

The Council accepts the exact boundary between the two wards will 
need to be decided, particularly to ensure the best solution for the very 
small number of residents who live west of the A34, neither in the village 
east of the A34 nor on the hill. 


