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 Minutes of the South Hinksey Parish Council 
at South Hinksey Village Hall 

 
Monday 3rd December 2012 

 
 
Present:   Sarah Balaam (Vice-Chair), Christine Chater, Sheridan Edward (Clerk), Matthew Frohn, Liz 

LeFevre, Maggie Rawcliffe (Chair)  
  
Parishioners: Roxanne Ledru 
  
 
The Council noted the recent serious incident of flooding in South Hinksey after recent heavy rain. MR had 
arranged for a flooding meeting for 7th December, to be chaired by Nicola Blackwood MP which would be 
attended by Arash Fatemian and representatives from the District Council and Fire and Rescue Service. The 
Council would discuss any further actions at the January meeting. 
 
1. Apologies 
 
Arash Fatemian (OxonCC) 
 
2. Declarations of interest 
 
None. 
 
3. Co-option of new parish councillors 
 
The Council had received no request for a bye-election and received two applications for the two councillor 
vacancies. The Council duly co-opted Christine Chater and Matthew Frohn to the Council. Action: SE to 
forward copies of the Good Councillor’s Guide and Code of Conduct, and councillors to complete 
Declaration of Interest forms. SE to update councillor details and mailing lists. 
 
4. Parishioners' comments 
 
None. 
 
5. Minutes of November 2012 meeting 
 
Item 7 para. 2: second sentence should start – ‘Councillors also noted that’. 
 
Read and agreed. 
 
6. Matters arising 
 
Stile on Devil’s Backbone. Mark Sumner has contacted the landowner, Nick Frearson, who has agreed to 
replace the stiles. Kissing gates have also been proposed at a cost of £1500. Mark Sumner is investigating 
finance options. It was also noted that the area around the stiles had become very muddy and Mark Sumner 
agreed to discuss with Nick Frearson at a site visit. Action: MR to chase. 
 
Manor Road ditch. The recent heavy rain caused the ditch to overflow onto Manor Road. SB felt that this was 
due to the out pipes under Manor Road being too narrow. SB has written to Peter Dela at VoWH to ask if the 
pipes could be officially reviewed. Action: SB to chase.  
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Planning application for 48 Manor Road. Following advice from the District Council monitoring officer, as the 
Council was not quorate on this matter, the Council submitted informal comments expressing concerns 
regarding overprominence of the garage and pitch of the extension which were also raised by the Conservation 
Officer for the District Council. The Council has since received news that the application has been withdrawn 
and the applicant is hoping to resubmit a revised application. 
 
Cyclists on Devil’s Backbone. Mark Sumner has advised that the barriers shouldn’t be replaced as it is the 
County Council’s policy to remove barriers from footpaths. The Parish Council could erect ‘Cyclists dismount’ 
signs but they shouldn’t obstruct the path in any way. It was also suggested that in the long-term, the footpath 
be widened to allow for a designated cycle lane. The Council agreed to send out information on SHInfo advising 
cyclists to give priority to pedestrians. Action: SE to draft ebulletin and Council to revisit in the new year. 
 
Community Land. MR stated that she would buy a lock for the community land. Action: MR to buy lock. 
 
Ivy Cottages lights. LLF had raised this with Alan Cockbill at Highways. Action: LLF to check that it has 
been completed. 
 
7. Finance – payments and receipts 
 
Payments 
Sheridan Edward  Oct-Dec wages    £468.87 
Sheridan Edward  Sep-Dec expenses  £51.40  
BGG Garden and Tree Care Oct and Nov grass cutting £480.00 
Maggie Rawcliffe  November expenses  £7.88 
South Hinksey Village Hall Hire for flooding meeting  £22.00 
 
Receipts 
Edward Carter   Burial Fee   £600.00 
Forestry Commission  Community Woodland grant £258.11 
 
8. Planning applications 
 
11 Manor Road – certificate of lawful development 
Following the Council’s enquiries, it has received information regarding the building which is already underway 
at 11 Manor Road for a single storey extension and detached garage block. Planning will consider whether it 
meets the requirements for permitted development and the correspondence is for information only.  
 
9. Correspondence 
 
Rights of Way Improvement Plan consultation. OxonCC was seeking the Council’s feedback on the outline 
for its second rights of way improvement plan. SE emphasised that the plan was central to the management of 
the Devil’s Backbone, a crucial access route to South Hinksey, and campaigns such as the replacement bridge 
over the railway, and it was important for the Council to consider the implications of the plan. The deadline for 
comments was 9th January. Action: SE to circulate information and councillors to review consultation and 
Council to decide response at January Council meeting. 
 
Oxford Green Belt Network AGM is due to take place in Islip Village Hall on Tuesday 15th January at 7:45pm. 
Action: SE to circulate information to councillors. 
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10. County Councillor’s Report 
 
None 
 
11. District Councillor’s Report 
 
None. 
 
12. Project updates 
 
A34 Issues. MR reported that she still hadn’t heard back from Nicola Blackwood regarding chasing a response 
from the transport minister. Action: MR to chase with Nicola Blackwood’s office. It was not known whether 
the recent resurfacing had had an impact on the noise levels, but MF noted the improvement in the cats’ eyes. 
 
Hinksey Hill traffic issues. LLF reported that some residents of Red Copse Lane had objected to having the 
police monitoring van parked in their street, and so an alternate location had been found. Action: LLF to send 
reminder to police. LLF had also invited Andy McCormack to a Parish Council meeting to discuss the 
community speedwatch scheme. Action: LLF to send council meeting dates to Andy. LLF, MR and SE had 
met with Highways representative Lex MacFarlane to discuss the replacement of the anti-skid surface, the 
improvement of the kerbs along Foxcombe Road, the application for a speed indicator device and the trimming 
of the hedgerows along the Hinksey Hill footway. CC also noted that the footway surface by Bagley Croft Lodge 
had also started to deteriorate. Action: SE to raise with Lex and also chase progress of other issues. 
 
Community Woodland. SE reported that he had met with John Bye to get a quote for the fingerpost signs, but 
although he was happy to carve the lettering, he suggested that Dave Cullen provide and erect the posts. SE 
has contacted Dave Cullen for a quote and is waiting to hear back. Action: SE to gain two more quotes once 
Dave Cullen’s has been received.  SE had also received advice from the Forestry Commission regarding 
chalara dieback of ash trees. Action: SE to inspect woodland and report and symptoms. MR felt that the 
proposed bench should be in oak rather than Iroko, as it would be more in keeping with the philosophy of the 
woodland. SE reported that a 1.5m bench in medium-weight oak would be the same as a 1.8m in heavy-weight 
Iroko, or a 1.5m in heavy-weight oak would be c.£100 more. Council agreed to proceed with a 1.5m heavy-
weight oak bench. Action: SE to confirm with bench company. 
 
13. Footbridge over railway 
 
MR reported that the planned start date had been pushed back to summer 2013. The online petition had 
received c.36 signatures to date. An architect from the parish had drawn up plans for the ramp-access bridge. 
MR had attended the South Oxford Neighbourhood Forum and Oxford City Councillor Bob Price had stated that 
he was exploring options with Network Rail, including the possibility of financing it under the development 
scheme for Oxford Train Station. Peter Rawcliffe had contacted Rodney Rose to clarify whether there are any 
avenues for funding, and a resident from New Hinksey was raising the issue with the Pedestrian Association 
and Oxford Unlimited.  
 
14. Finance report 
 
SE circulated copies of the latest management accounts and reported that the financial position of the Council 
remains strong. All budget lines remained on target with the exception of expenditure on the community 
woodland which was overbudget due to quick progress being made on its development. Also payments for 
grounds maintenance were under budget by £400 due to a revised estimate of the work at the end of the year. 
Income is already substantial above that projected due to above-expected burial income, due in part to the 
review of burial fees. This means that the burial ground is currently self-sufficient. 
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15. District Council electoral review 
 
The Council had received the draft recommendations from the Local Government Boundary Commission for 
England regarding the electoral review of the Vale of White Horse District Council. It proposed a reduction in the 
number of district councillors from 51 to 38, which subsequently required a review of the ward boundaries. 
 
LGBCE recommended that the ward covering South Hinksey be expanded to include Radley, Sunningwell and 
half of North Hinksey, and that this area have three district councillors. For South Hinksey this would mean that 
it would have three district councillors covering the area rather than two, but that these members would have a 
larger workload, covering the area currently represented by c.4 district councillors. 
 
SE contacted both the current district councillors, Ron Mansfield and Jerry Patterson, to invite them to the 
Parish Council meeting or give their feedback regarding the proposals, but had not yet received any reply. The 
Council was also contacted by one of the district councillors for North Hinksey and Wytham, Eric Batts, asking 
for the Council’s views and SE also invited him to give his views and attend the meeting. 
 
VoWH stated that they will confirm their response to the recommendations at their Council meeting on 12th 
December, and invited the Council’s views. 
 
Action: SE to forward VoWH response following Council meeting on 12th December and Council to 
discuss any response at January Council meeting. 
 
16. Any other business 
 
General Elliot. Rozxanne Ledru reported that she and several other groups had shown an interest in taking on 
the General Elliot but one concern had been trying to ascertain what potential uses and developments would be 
acceptable to the local community. The Council confirmed that it was very supportive of efforts to reopen the 
pub and that although it was happy to help facilitate discussions with the community, it was difficult to give any 
firm assurances without a definite proposal. 
 
Flood prevention for 36 and 38 Manor Road. Although the Council would consider flooding more fully at the 
January meeting, MR raised two issues for the Council’s attention regarding two particularly vulnerable 
households. 36 and 38 Manor Road are owned by Oxford City Estates and Oxford City Housing and are 
tenanted. The tenants were heavily affected by the recent flooding and it was felt that the response from the 
landlords had been completely unsatisfactory, both in providing flood prevention measures and in dealing with 
the consequences. The Council agreed to write to the landlords on the tenants behalf, with their permission, to 
request that action be taken to minimise future damage. Action: SE to draft letters. 
 
17. Parishioners’ feedback 
 
None.      

 
 

Date of next meetings:  
 

Monday 7th January 2013 at South Hinksey Village Hall 
Monday 4th February 2013 at South Hinksey Village Hall 

Monday 4th March 2013 at South Hinksey Village Hall 


