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 Minutes of the South Hinksey Parish Council 
at South Hinksey Village Hall 

 
Monday 5th November 2012 

 
 

 
Present:   Sarah Balaam (Vice-Chair), Sheridan Edward (Clerk), Liz LeFevre, Maggie Rawcliffe (Chair) 
    
Parishioners: Matthew Carlos, Roxanne Ledru 
  
 
1. Apologies 
 
None. 
 
2. Declarations of interest 
 
SB – planning application 48 Manor Road. 
 
3. Parishioners' comments 
 
Matthew Carlos asked whether there had been any candidates for the councillor vacancies and SE confirmed 
that there hadn’t. MC stated that although he wasn’t eligible to stand, he was willing to help the Council if he 
could. MC also sought clarification that the Council considered any conflicts of interests between councillors and 
Council issues. SE stated that these were always considered, that it was always important for the Council to 
bear them in mind, and to ensure that the code of conduct was adhered to. 
 
4. Minutes of October 2012 meeting 
 
Read and agreed. 
 
5. Matters arising 
 
Stile on Devil’s Backbone. SB confirmed she had logged the work via OxonCC Report-It webpage. MR stated 
that Mark Sumner, Footpaths Officer from OxonCC had been chasing this up with the landowner, Oxford City 
Council but with no results as yet. Action: MR to chase Mark Sumner. 
 
Manor Road ditch. It was reported that Peter Dela had visited the ditch and deemed it to be in a reasonable 
state of repair. However, the size of the outpipe was smaller than the inpipe, which led to water building up and 
spilling over the sides of the ditch. Action: SB to contact Peter Dela. 
 
6. Finance – payments and receipts 
 
Payments 
Oxford Memorial Benches Bench for community woodland  £1125.20 
South Hinksey Village Hall Hall hire for railway bridge meeting £5.50 
Maggie Rawcliffe                         July - October expenses                           £26.32 
 
Receipts 
Haven Memorials  Memorial Fee    £120.00 
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7. Planning applications 
 
P12/V2137/HH  48 Manor Road  Double garage and single storey extension 
It was noted that SB was an immediate neighbour to 48 Manor Road, had already commented on the planning 
application and could be affected directly by it. It was therefore felt that SB had a prejudicial interest and left the 
meeting as the planning application was discussed. It meant that the Council were no longer quorate and SE 
advised that they were therefore unable to formulate a formal response. Action: SE to confirm procedure with 
Monitoring Officer and report back to Council as soon as possible. SE to request an extension to the 
response deadline whilst confirmation is sought. 
 
Councillors raised concerns that a) it was a sizeable increase to the property, although it was confirmed that it 
was within the 50% threshold, excluding the garage development. Councillors also noted thatch could impact on 
the amenity of the green belt. Action: LLF to visit to assess further. It was also felt that it could extend the 
boundary of buildings in the village and possibly provide a precedent. 
 
P12/V2216/HH  9 Manor Road  Two storey side extension 
The Council noted that the new development would include two new windows that could overlook No 11 Manor 
Road. Action: MR to follow-up with resident at No 11. 
 
8. Correspondence 
 
A34 Resurfacing. The Highways Agency contacted the Council to state that some of the closures on the A34 
had been rescheduled. SE had forwarded the notification to be circulated on SHInfo. 
 
VoWH Budget Consultation. VoWH wrote asking parishioners to complete a survey regarding the District 
Council budget and priorities. SE had forwarded it to be circulated on SHInfo. 
 
Chairman’s Charity Dinner. Councillors were invited to attend a charity dinner hosted by VoWH Chair, Alison 
Thomson, on 30th November. 
 
9. County Councillor’s Report 
 
None. 
 
10. District Councillor’s Report 
 
None. 
 
11. Project updates 
 
A34 Issues. MR stated she had received no update from Nicola Blackwood MP regarding the letter to the 
Secretary of State for Transport. It was noted that the resurfacing was underway and hopefully this would 
reduce the level of noise. 
 
Hinksey Hill traffic issues. SE reported that he had emailed and phoned Tracy Morton to ask for progress on 
the SID and trimming of the hedgerows along Hinksey Hill but had received no reply. He’d recently discovered 
that her job has now been taken over by Alan Pratley, whom he has now contacted re progress and also 
suggested a site visit to introduce Alan to the parish and councillors. LLF reported that the vegetation blocking 
the 40mph sign had been cleared. MR and LLF met Mark Pelling, Road Safety Enforcement Officer, regarding 
speeding along the hill. He suggested that along stretches where there were houses on both sides, there was a 
good case for it to be 30mph. He also offered to carry out another speed survey in December and suggested 
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Red Copse Lane as an ideal location. As it is a private road, the Council agreed to write to the residents to ask 
their permission to site the van there. Action: LLF to distribute letters. 
 
Community Woodland. SE reported that the bench had been ordered and that he would be visiting John Bye 
shortly to obtain a quote for fingerposts. SE also said that the quote for the paths through the woodland would 
be included in the brief for next year's maintenance contract. 
 
Community Land. MR asked the Council if they would be willing to allow the Old Pub Car Park to be used as 
an overflow car park for village / village hall events. SE confirmed that it was allowed under the licence 
agreement and the Council raised no objections. It is not clear who holds the key(s) to the  gate padlock. 
Action: MR to investigate. 
 
12. Footbridge over railway 
 
SB updated the Council on the progress of the campaign for the replacement footbridge over the railway to have 
ramp access. The Transport Minister had replied stating that it was the responsibility of Network Rail. Peter 
Rawcliffe had asked parishioners to send copies of all communications to Network Rail. SE felt that DfT had 
misunderstood the situation and that responsibility for the footpath still remained with Oxon CC. Nicola 
Blackwood MP had agreed to set-up a meeting between county, district, city and parish councillors and Network 
Rail. It was reported that there had been a lot of support from New Hinksey and stakeholders including Cyclox, 
Low Carbon West Oxford, and Low Carbon South Oxford. Peter Rawcliffe was arranging an e-petition and 
expertise had been found to draw up sketch plans and cost the proposed replacement bridge. 
 
13. Cyclists on the Devil’s Backbone 
 
MR stated that several parishioners had reported problems with inconsiderate cyclists on the Devil's Backbone. 
SE confirmed that although cycling on the footpath was not a criminal offence, it was a civil crime and it would 
be up to the landowner to take action against offenders. The Council discussed various options to discourage 
cyclists and raise awareness, including signs and barriers. The footpath is maintained by OxonCC and it was felt 
that they should be consulted for advice. Action: MR to contact Mark Sumner, Footpaths Officer at OxonCC 
to ask his advice. 
 
14. Parish Councillor vacancies 
 
The Council felt strongly that new councillors needed to be recruited, to increase diversity, share the workload, 
and to prevent future incidents of the Council not being quorate. MR had approached a couple of parishioners. 
Action: MR to follow up with parishioners.  
It was felt that another councillor from Hinksey Hill was needed to ensure that it was well-represented. SE had 
drafted a notice which the Council amended and approved. Action: SE to print out notices and forward to 
councillors for distribution. 
 
15. Any other business 
 
New building in Manor Road. It had been noted that there was a new building at 9, Manor Road, for which the 
Council had not received a planning application. Action: MR to investigate. 
 
Ivy Cottages lights. LLF reported that the lights on the lane leading to Ivy Cottages were broken. Action: LLF 
to contact Alan Cockbill, Electrical Inspector at Highways. 
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16. Parishioners’ feedback 
 
Roxanne Ledru enquired as to whether the Council agendas were available prior to the Council meetings. SE 
confirmed that they were sent to Linda Slater to be circulated on SHInfo, but would monitor to ensure it was 
done.    
 

Date of next meeting: 
 

Monday 3rd December 2012, 7pm, South Hinksey Village Hall 
 


