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South Hinksey Fete September 2014
This was the sixth annual fete, held in the field behind the Village Hall – the weather
was good so there was no need to rearrange anything to be under cover this time.
Most of the old favourites were there, although some people were heard to grumble
that egg throwing had been abandoned in favour of a leaky bucket race. Who knows,
perhaps we will have both next time.
Other innovations included a Water into Wine stall (if you don’t know what this
entails, come to next year’s fete and find out!) Also new was rifle shooting,
organised brilliantly by Phil Saugman, ably assisted by Simon Thomson
The first aim of the Fete is to have fun, but we more than cover our costs. This year a
stall to raise money for a defibrillator raised £343.80, to which we have added £60,
making a total of £483.80. We were also able to send a donation of £140 to
Leukaemia and Lymphoma Research.
So thanks to all of you, organisers, stall holders and participants. It was a great
afternoon. Come again next year.

Cricket vs. North Hinksey

Despite a strong effort, South Hinksey’ s cricketers were beaten for a third year in
the fourth annual North vs South Hinksey cricket match at the Oxford University
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Press ground. The southern villagers were bowled out for 85 while the northerners
racked up 87 for nine.
Organiser Peter Rawcliffe said “We had a lovely afternoon and it was a good match,
no one was walking over anyone.”
North Hinksey’ s Captain, Chris Andrews, added “The match was very good natured
and played in good spirits… the sun shone down, birds sang and everybody played
brilliantly. It was a great day and everybody put in tremendous effort. I think we
might have a re-match later in the year.”
Source: Oxford Mail

WW1 Commemoration
I hadn’t expected this: an official
recognition of the sacrifices made a
hundred years ago, but not this intimate
harrowing of the emotions. This was no
official marking of an occasion but a
coming together of the community. In
poetry, bible reading and music we were
forced to accept the impact of global
events on this small place.
St Laurence Church was packed. The
opening prayers and reading were quietly
moving, but from the moment the Donkey House Players started playing ‘It’s a long
way to Tipperary’ and the congregation joined in my eyes filled with tears. As we
listened to extracts from letters written by one of the soldiers; as the church
wardens read out the list of soldiers from this parish who fell in the war, several of
the names still familiar to local residents; children laying wreathes on three war
graves in the churchyard.
We will remember them.
Thank you Fr James, and all those who took part.
Linda Slater

Railway Bridge… ramps?
This saga runs and runs. The question of whether Network Rail (NR) should make the
replacement bridge accessible to all reached the Equalities and Human Rights
Commission weeks ago. As I understand it, their view seems to be that NR have not
given the ‘public sector equality duty’ enough weight. NR’s initial response lacked
detail and specific answers and their further response is awaited. ‘Our’ bridge is
being used as a test case for similar bridge replacements nationally.
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Flooding
The Parish Council and Oxford Flood Alliance (OFA) are working together to try to
secure temporary barriers to protect the village should flooding threaten this
winter. We are hoping that the Vale of White Horse District Council will fund the
necessary preparatory groundwork to “level” the land where a barrier would go. A
site meeting took place in mid-October between Parish, District, Environment
Agency (EA.), OFA. And farmer Nick Frierson.
Q: Will temporary barriers be available? A: Can’t be sure - but a good chance.
To press our case we held a “linked hands” demo on 25th October, attended by over
a hundred people.- A brilliant turn-out. Thanks to all who came.

We’ll also need people to join a barrier-putting-up team. The EA will give the
necessary training and supervision.

South Hinksey Parish Council
Ring road roadworks
The Council is pleased that the roadworks at the Hinksey Hill and Kennington
roundabouts are proceeding on time. There are concerns regarding the safety of
pedestrians and cyclists using the new layout Hinksey Hill roundabout. The Council
has raised these issues with the County Council, who are investigating the problems.
We are grateful to County Councillor Bob Johnston for his help. The Council has also
requested that the road between the roundabouts be limited to 50mph. This will be
discussed by the County Council in January. The Council is also aware that the
roadworks have disrupted the 31 and 44 bus services and has raised this with the
County Council and Stagecoach.
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Flooding
The Council and Peter Rawcliffe met with Barry Russell from the Environment Agency
and Peter Dela, Drainage Engineer at the District Council, to investigate carrying out
groundworks so that when a temporary flood barrier is needed, it can be installed
quickly and effectively. Barry and Peter Dela are preparing a report on their survey.
The Council are very grateful to both for their time and effort. The Council thanks
Peter Rawcliffe for organising the flood barrier demo, and all those who came along
to support.
Emergency plan
The Council are very grateful to Adrian Porter and Matthew Frohn for continuing to
develop the parish emergency plan. Matthew Frohn will be compiling a list of
vulnerable people who might need help in emergencies. The list will be kept securely
and only used in the event of an emergency. If you would like to be included on the
list, please contact Matthew Frohn on mfrohn@gmail.com or 07974 752190.
Defibrillator
The Council, with the help of Emmeline Bryant, are organising the purchase of an
automated external defibrillator, which would be fitted outside the Village Hall, and
available in an emergency. We are very grateful to Emmeline for all her help with
fundraising. If you would like to make a donation toward the defibrillator, a Just
Giving page is being set up. Details to follow on ShInfo.
Footpath to North Hinksey and Osney
The Council is investigating the possibility of opening up the electric road track from
the Devil’s Backbone to North Hinksey / Osney Mead as a public footpath and
cycleway. We are making good progress with the local landowners. We are hopeful
that it will be possible. We will update you once there is more progress.
Finance
The Council received a clean bill of health for the 2013/14 audit, and is on budget for
the current year. More information is available on the South Hinksey website, or by
contacting the Clerk.
The Parish Council meets on the first Monday of the month at 7:30pm in the Village
Hall. All parishioners are welcome to attend and raise any issues that they would like
the Council to consider. Minutes and agendas for all Council meetings are circulated
on ShInfo and are also available from the website: www.southhinksey.org. For more
information or to discuss any of the issues above, please contact the Clerk, Sheridan
Edward, on 07720 052572 or parishcouncil@southhinksey.org.
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Village Hall
The Hall is in good shape after the extensive refurbishment detailed in the last Echo.
Outside, thank you to Libby Jukes who has kept the flower display looking great all
summer. Bookings are healthy. Our outstanding debt from the refurbishments
should be paid off soon. After that we’re hoping to buy new tables and make
improvements to the car park.
The legal changes to become a Charitable Incorporated Organisation have been
more involved, and are taking much longer, than we ever imagined - we now hope to
have this completed by April.
We are working on a family indoor “bowls and beer” evening.-Possibly free entry,
with a donations bar. More information will be sent round on Shinfo, We could also
have a table tennis competition evening if there is sufficient interest - please let
Kieron Blay or Peter Rawcliffe know if you’re interested in either of these.
The annual Parish Halloween bash took place on 24th October (pictures next time!)
and the Christmas Extravaganza (Sat 13th Dec) will be taking place in the Hall, ably
aided and abetted by the Donkey House Band.
You’ll need to book early for the HowdenJones duo in February:
“Kate Howden and Paul Jones are singer-songwriters, based in The North West of
England, who have that special magic that captivates the audience in a unique,
intimate atmosphere. Their show is a family friendly mixture of songs, tunes and
stories that has the audience joining in, singing along, and laughing as they share
their travelling experiences through their music and northern-tinged banter.”

The Re-opening of the General Eliott
When I first moved to South Hinksey with my husband, 2 dogs and 4 children, I just
fell in love with the place - and especially with the community who lived there. And
every day whilst walking past The General with my dogs Sal and Olive, I looked at it
and thought… I want that to be a pub again; with children playing in the garden,
families reuniting, couples catching up, friends gossiping in a sunny beautiful garden
or snuggling up by the roaring fire and hearth. And luckily my husband agreed with
me!
Now after all his work repairing the terribly vandalised buildings, dealing with
planners and managing the Environment Agency and with unbelievable support from
the village and surrounding communities, we have done it… The General is ready to
open. On November 28th we will be throwing open the doors for you all to come
and make it your village or local pub.
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In the kitchen will be our Head Chef, Paul Dixon, with 20 years of experience in all
areas of catering from contract to hotels, pubs and restaurants including fouryears
enhancing his skills in France. Paul and I want to produce classy, modern food but
also traditional pub grub. We really want to use the finest, freshest, locally sourced
produce - organic when and where we can. There will be traditional favourites with
homemade pastry, suet pies & puddings, fish & chips, shepherd’s pie, liver & bacon
and ham & eggs. And there will also be roasted guinea fowl or rib roast, lamb sharing
platters, whole fish sharing platters, broccoli & stilton tarts, butternut squash &
aubergine bakes, lentil & bean stews, and not forgetting the best burgers in town!
All finished off by an amazing choice of delicious puddings. There will be mouthwatering options for vegetarian, vegan and coeliacs, all integral to our everyday
menu decisions and kids meals will be made fresh and delicious and at a price the
average family can afford.
So please come and try us. Come to eat or to try one of our carefully selected ales,
beers, ciders and wines. We will be taking bookings shortly for Christmas parties and
New Year’s Eve when we will be celebrating the re-opening of The General Eliott
officially!
See you soon!
Your new landlady, Helen

Kennington Health Centre
Jackie Bowley has now joined us as the new Practice Manager. She works on
Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays and will be happy to talk with any of you
about any aspect of the practice: jackie.bowley@nhs.net or 01865 730911. NB the
e-mail won¹t be checked every day and it should not be used for clinical matters.
We still have 30-40 patients fail to turn up for their appointments per week. This is
equivalent to 50 plus doctors days per year. If you don¹t need an appointment then
please get in touch and cancel it.
We are sorry that from time to time we do get a prescription request wrong. Putting
this into perspective we process approx. 25,000 requests/year along with all the
ones that the GPs issue when you have your appointments. In other words there are
in excess of 100,000 items that we deal with each year. With this volume and all the
other tasks we have to complete we will occasionally make some errors. The process
of issuing a repeat prescription involves many steps and it is not straightforward to
find out what went wrong on each occasion. Therefore it is our policy to say sorry
and get the correct prescription sorted out for you as soon as we can. Please work
with us when we get it wrong and do not get angry or upset with the staff. They are
always trying to help you and will work with you to get the mistake corrected
quickly.
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Protect Rural Oxfordshire
Did you know that current plans for the county include 80,000 new jobs, 90,000
more residents and 100,000 more houses – all within the next 17 years? This
proposed growth in housing is the equivalent of every town and village increasing in
size by 40%.
The Oxfordshire Branch of the Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) is
concerned about how the speed and scale of this development could cause
irretrievable damage to our landscape and local communities, and the impact it will
have on already over-stretched services and infrastructure particularly in rural areas.
It has launched a campaign – Protect Rural Oxfordshire (PRO) - to fight for a more
sustainable vision for the future of the county.
To find out more see our website (www.cpreoxon.org.uk) or follow us on Facebook
(www.facebook.com/CPREOxfordshire) or Twitter (@CPREOxfordshire). For monthly
e-news bulletin contact: administrator@cpreoxon.org.uk / T: 01865 874780.

Wildflowers
This year has been the best
so far. The meadow is more
mature, some plants are
thriving and increasing,
others not, as expected.
We’ve tried hard to reduce
the common vetch which
threatens to dominate, by
removing it whenever it
appears - next spring will
see how successful this has
been.
We had about eight
common spotted orchids in flower, some reappearing for the first time since planted
several years ago. Things take time.
The hay cut was done on 29 September - left late to provide late nectar for insects.
New plants raised this year from seed have been planted. Wild roses, from cuttings
taken along Parker Road, are ready to go in.
For the first time we held a picnic and wildflower hunt in the meadow, on Saturday
12 July. Over 20 people came, children and adults searched for the flowers on a quiz
sheet, and enjoyed a picnic on a lovely sunny day. People said they’d like to do it
again next year, so we will.
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St Laurence Church

www.acny.org.uk/468

In church we use many words for the service often called Holy Communion. Eucharist is one
such word, which comes from the Greek word for thanksgiving, and in it, we offer back to
the Lord bread and wine in the spirit of thankfulness and the Lord returns to us his Son Jesus
Christ. During harvest time we traditionally think of the products from the land, but it is also
a time to give thanks for all the things that sustain us.
A prayer for use at Harvest time,
Eternal God,
you crown the year with your goodness
and you give us the fruits of the earth in their season:
grant that we may use them to your glory,
for the relief of those in need and for our own well being;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Advance notice of… Christmas!
This year our service of Carols and Readings will take place on Sunday 21st December 2014 at
4pm. There will be carols and readings and poetry, all by candlelight. We would like to
involve you so if you would like to read, or sing something, or help with the decoration of
the church please let us know. Children will be invited to come dressed as a character from
the Nativity – Mary, Joseph, shepherd, wise man, angel, sheep, donkey, ox, or even the baby
Jesus…
Service programme
Sunday Services
The pattern is usually the first and third Sundays of the month at 9.15am with other services
in the summer months.
6 monthly Calendar - November 2014 to April 2015
Sunday 9th Nov Remb Sun
Eucharist at 9.15am
rd
Sunday 23 Nov
Christ the King Eucharist at 9.15am
Sunday 7th Dec Advent II
Eucharist at 9.15am
Sunday 21st Dec Advent IV
Carols at 4.00pm
th
Thurs 25 Dec
Christmas Day Eucharist at 10.00am
Sunday 4th Jan
Epiphany
Eucharist at 9.15am
th
Sunday 18 Jan Epiphany II
BCP Eucharist at 9.15am
Sunday 1st Feb
Presentation Eucharist at 9.15am
Sunday 15th Feb Sun before Lent Eucharist at 9.15am
Sunday 1st March
Lent 2
Eucharist at 9.15am
Sunday 15th March
Lent 4
Eucharist at 9.15am
Sunday 5th April Easter Day
Eucharist at 9.15am
Sunday 19th April
Easter 3Eucharist at 9.15am
Best wishes, Fr James Wilkinson
frjwilkinson@gmail.com, 01865 245879
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